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Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee: 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the issue of student self-medication policies.  
KASB appears in support of SB 10. 
 
 Background.  The issue contained in SB 10 was passed last session in SB 304 with a one-year 
“sunset” provision.  At that time, KASB testified that we did not have a formal policy on the issue of 
requiring schools to allow students to self-administer medication in certain circumstances.  However, we 
believed the language included in section 5 of SB 304 would be acceptable, particularly because of the 
liability protection it provided for schools and their employees. 
 
 SB 304 directed school districts to adopt a policy that allows student self-medication, but 
requires students to meet all requirements set forth in that policy.  We believe that gave local school 
boards broad flexibility in setting appropriate local safeguards. 
 
 One of the major services KASB provides to our members is helping school boards draft 
policies to comply with state and federal requirements, as well as best practices for school management.  
Following the passage of SB 304, KASB legal and policy experts developed a model policy for districts 
to carry out the requirements of the new law.  A copy of our recommended policy is attached.  Note that 
it gives school boards the option of applying this policy to grades 6-12 only, or to grades K-12, as 
provided by the law.  It also indicates that the policy, like the law, will expire on June 30 of this year. 
 
 We also presented this issue to our association’s Legislative Committee, which is the first step 
in developing the policy positions we represent in the Legislature.  This Committee recommended 
support for the concept of student self-medication, providing that it retains appropriate safeguards and 
liability protection for school districts.  This recommendation was adopted overwhelmingly by the 
KASB Delegate Assembly in December. 
 
 Reasons for Supporting SB 10.  The most important reason for KASB’s support of this bill is it 
provides liability protection for school district officers and employees for damages resulting from self-
administration of medication.  Frankly, we think liability concerns are the only reason most school 
districts would limit student self-medication in the first place. 



 Second, SB 10 maintains the ability of local boards to set additional requirements to insure the 
safety of students and school district employees.  However, this local authority may have been limited 
by Senate Committee amendments on page two, lines 8-9.  We support allowing local boards to 
determine additional requirements for local policy, and would recommend reinstating the words “but 
shall not be limited to:” that were struck by the Senate Committee. 
 
 Third, SB 10 applies this law to all students in grades K-12, rather than setting a requirement for 
grades 6-12 and an option for grades K-5.  Although our policy does speak to this issue, we know that 
some districts have been confused about why the Legislature left the option of different grade spans. 
 
 Other comments.  As introduced, SB 10 extended this legislation for one additional year.  The 
Senate Committee amendments would make this permanent law.  Based on our policies, we would 
support the removal of the “sunset” provision. 
 
 Finally, although we understand that SB 10 was in part drafted to comply with new federal 
legislation, we have some concerns about subsection (f) on page three, which requires that districts keep 
back-up medication “at the student’s school in a location to which the student has immediate access in 
event of an asthma or anaphylaxis emergency.”  While the goal of this section is laudable, it raises 
questions about just how to keep medication both secure from theft or abuse and at the same time 
“immediately accessible” to students.  We suggest this issue might be better addressed at the local level 
rather than being placed in statute. 
 
 Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 



J GF GB A S tu d ent  Se l f -A dmi ni s t r a t io n  o f  Me di cat i on s  J GF GB A  

 As  u s ed  in  t h i s  po l i c y  me d ic a t io n  me an s  a  me d i c in e  f o r  t he  

t r ea t me n t  o f  a na phy l ac t i c  r eac t io ns  o r  a s th ma  w hi ch  i s  p r e s c r i bed  b y  a  

p h ys i c i an  l i c en sed  to  p r ac t i ce  me d ic i ne  a n d  s u r ge r y ;  a  c e r t i f i e d ,  ad va nc ed  

r e gi s t e r ed  nu r se  p r ac t i t i o ne r  w ho  ha s  a u t ho r i t y  t o  p r e sc r ib e  d ru gs ;  o r  a  l i c e ns ed  

p h ys i c i an  a s s i s t an t  wh o  has  a u th o r i t y  t o  p r e sc r i be  d r u gs  pu r s ua n t  t o  a  wr i t t en  

p ro t oc o l  wi th  a  r e s pon s ib l e  p h ys i c i a n .   ( Al s o  s e e  J G F G B)  

 S tu de n t  E l i g ib i l i t y  

 Th e  s e l f -a d mi n i s t r a t i on  o f  me d i ca t i on  i s  a l l o wed  fo r  s t ud en t s  i n  

g r a des  {6 –1 2  o r  K– 12 } .  T o  b e  e l i g ib l e ,  a  s t ud en t  sh a l l  mee t  a l l  r eq u i r e me n t s  of  

t h i s  p o l i c y .   Pa re n t s / gua r d i a ns  s ha l l  su b mi t  a  wr i t t en  s t a t e me n t  f ro m th e  

s t ud en t ’ s  he a l t h  ca re  p r o vi de r  s t a t i n g:  

•  t he  na me  an d  pu rp ose  o f  t he  me d ica t io n ;  

•  t he  p r e sc r ib ed  d osa ge ;  

•  t he  co nd i t i o ns  u nd e r  wh ich  t he  med ica t i o n  i s  t o  b e  s e l f -a d mi n i s t e r e d ;  

•  a n y  a dd i t i o na l  s pec i a l  c i r c u ms ta nc es  un de r  wh ich  t he  me d i ca t i on  i s  t o  b e  

a d min i s t e r e d ;  an d   

•  t he  l e n gt h  o f  t i me  fo r  wh i ch  th e  me d i ca t io n  i s  p r e sc r ib ed .  

 T h e  s t a t e me n t  sh a l l  a l so  sh ow t he  s tu den t  ha s  be en  i ns t ruc t e d  o n  

s e l f -a d mi n i s t r a t i on  o f  t h e  me d i ca t i on  a nd  i s  a u t ho r i ze d  t o  do  so  i n  s c ho o l .  

 Au th o r i za t i o n  Req u i r e d  

 T h e  s tu de n t  s ha l l  p ro v i de  wr i t t en  a u th o r i za t i on  f r o m th e  s tud en t ’ s  

h ea l t h  ca re  p ro v id e r  a nd  pa r en t  o r  gua rd i an  s t a t i n g  th e  s t ud en t  has  bee n  

i ns t r uc t ed  on  s e l f -a dmi n i s t r a t i on  o f  t he  me d ic a t io n  a nd  i s  au t ho r i ze d  to  do  s o  

i n  s ch oo l .   Th e  s tu den t ’ s  p a re n t  o r  gua r d i a n  sh a l l  p r o vi de  wr i t t e n  au th o r i za t i o n   
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f o r  t h e  s e l f -a d mi n i s t r a t i on  o f  me d i ca t i on .  An  an nu a l  r e ne wa l  o f  p a re n t a l  

a u t ho r i za t i on  f o r  t he  s e l f -a d min i s t r a t i o n  o f  me d i ca t i on  [ s ha l l /ma y]  be  r eq u i r e d .  

 E mp l o yee  Immu n i t y  

 A  s ch oo l  d i s t r i c t ,  a nd  i t s  e mpl o yees  an d  a ge n t s ,  wh i ch  au t ho r i ze s  

t he  s e l f -a d mi n i s t r a t i o n  o f  med ica t i o n  i n  c o mpl i an ce  wi t h  t h e  p ro v i s i on s  o f  t h i s  

p o l i c y ,  s ha l l  n o t  be  l i ab l e  i n  a n y  ac t i o n  f o r  an y  i n j u r y  r e s u l t i n g  f ro m t h e  s e l f -

a d min i s t r a t i o n  o f  me d i c a t i o n .   T h e  s ch oo l  d i s t r i c t  s ha l l  p r o vi de  w r i t t e n  

n o t i f i ca t i o n  t o  t he  p a re n t  o r  gua rd i an  o f  a  s t u de n t  t h a t  t h e  s ch oo l  an d  i t s  

e mp lo ye es  a nd  a ge n t s  a r e  no t  l i ab l e  fo r  a n y  i n j u r y  r e su l t i n g  f r o m th e  s e l f -

a d min i s t r a t i o n  o f  med ica t i o n .  

 W a i ve r  o f  L i ab i l i t y  

 T h e  pa ren t  o r  gua rd i a n  o f  t he  s t ud en t  s ha l l  s i gn  a  s t a t eme n t  

a c kno wl ed g in g  th a t  t h e  s ch oo l  i nc u r s  n o  l i ab i l i t y  f o r  an y  in j u r y  r e su l t i n g  f r o m 

t he  s e l f -a d mi n i s t r a t i o n  o f  me d ic a t i o n  a nd  a g ree i n g  t o  i nd e mn i f y  an d  h o l d  t h e  

s ch oo l ,  an d  i t s  e mplo ye es  an d  a gen t s ,  ha r ml es s  a ga i ns t  an y  c l a i ms  r e l a t i n g  t o  

t he  s e l f -a d mi n i s t r a t i o n  o f  su ch  me d i ca t i on .   T he  p r o vi s io ns  o f  t h i s  p o l i c y  sh a l l  

e xp i r e  o n  J u ne  3 0 ,  20 0 5  (K ans as  L a w. )  

 

A p pr o ve d :   K A SB  Rec o mme n d a t io n  –  6 / 04  
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Permission for Self-Administration of  Medication 
 

N a me  o f  S t ud en t  _ ___ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ __ __ _   

S c ho o l_ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _G ra de  _ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ __ __ _   

T ea ch e r  __ __ __ __ ___ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ __ __ __   

M ed i ca t i on  _ __ __ ___ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ D os a ge  __ __ __ __ ___ _ __ __ __ __ __   

D a t e  S t a r t e d  __ __ ___ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ __ __ __ _   

C o nd i t i o ns  u nd e r  w h ic h  th e  me d ic a t i on   i s  t o  be  g i ve n :  

_ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ _  

A n y  ad d i t i on a l  c i r c ums t an ces  u nd e r  w h ich  t he  me d ica t io n  i s  t o  be  g i ve n :  

_ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ _  

L e n gt h  o f  t i me  me d ia t io n  i s  t o  be  a d min i s t e r e d :  

_ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ _  

 I  h e r eb y  g i ve  my  p e r mi s s i on  fo r  ( n ame  o f  s t u de nt )  t o  a d min i s t e r  t h e  ab o ve  
me d ic a t io n  a t  s c ho o l  a s  o rde red .   I  u n de r s t an d  tha t  i t  i s  my  r e s po ns i b i l i t y  t o  
f u rn i sh  t h i s  me d ica t i o n .   I  a c kn o wle d ge  t h a t  t h e  s ch oo l  i nc u r s  n o  l i ab i l i t y  f o r  
a n y  i n j u r y  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m the  s e l f -a d mi n i s t r a t i on  o f  me d i ca t i on  a nd  a g re e  t o  
i nd e mni f y  an d  ho l d  t h e  s c ho o l ,  a nd  i t s  e mp lo yee s  an d  a ge n t s ,  h a r ml es s  a ga i ns t  
a n y  c l a i ms  r e l a t i n g  t o  t he  s e l f -a d min i s t r a t i on  o f  s uc h  me d i ca t i o n .  

 
My ch i ld  has  been  ins tructed  on  se l f -admini s trat ion  of  the  

med ica t ion  and i s  au thorized  to  do  so  in  school .  

 
S i gna t u re  o f  Pa r en t  o r  Gu ard i an  
 

_ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ _  

 
D a t e   _ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __  
 
 
S i gna t u re  o f  He a l t h  C a r e  P r o vi de r  
 

_ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ __ __ __ __ _  

 
D a t e   _ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __  
 
 
A p pr o ve d :    
 


