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House Children & Seniors Committee  

 
February 16, 2017 

 
Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee: 

 

Thank you for allowing me to testify in support of HB 2343.  My name is Eric Harkness.  I am 

President of the Board of Directors of NAMI Kansas, the state organization of the National Alliance 

on Mental Illness.  I am here testifying on behalf of NAMI Kansas as a self-advocate.    

 

People with disabilities, including but not limited to mental illness, should not be discriminated 

against and denied access to organ transplants just because they have a disability. 

   

Below are some horrifying facts noting the extent of the discrimination and why this bill is needed: 

 

 The researcher Masterston found that doctors unfortunately share the public's prejudice 

against people with mental illness.1   

 A survey of transplant centers found that active schizophrenia was an “absolute 

contraindication” to transplantation in 92% of cardiac units, 67% of liver units, and 73% of 

renal units.2   

 “Controlled schizophrenia” was contraindicated in 51%, 65%, and 62% respectively.  

 During an 11-year period of a heart transplantation program in Montreal, 226 transplants 

were completed and 28 people were denied the procedure on the basis of a psychiatric 

diagnosis.3   

 

Orentlicher had previously pointed out that denial of transplantation on the basis of schizophrenia or 

non-compliance violated the Americans with Disabilities Act.5  However, getting those rights 

enforced in federal law is hard.  You’ve heard the phrase “make a federal case” out of something?  

Well, that phrase most likely came about because it is very difficult, time consuming, and expensive 

to file a case in federal court, on issues like the Americans with Disabilities Act.  That is why several 

states have passed similar laws to the bill before you today, to proactively put in state law and state 

policy these rights and protections.    

 

If someone is medically justified to receive a transplant, it should never matter what their disability 

or psychiatric “label” happens to be. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this life-saving issue.  I hope you will pass this bill favorably.    

 

 

http://www.namikansas.org/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1127379/#B1
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1127379/#B2
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1127379/#B3
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1127379/#B5
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