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Forgot to attach the testimony.  Midge Grinstead – HSUS will be oral and the Ks Animal Control
Association will be written only
 

From: Phil Engelhardt [mailto:Phil.Engelhardt@Senate.ks.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 1:36 PM
To: Midge Grinstead
Subject: RE: SB 207
 
Midge,
 
If you want to testify in person, just let me know.  Each conferee is asked to supply 30 copies of their
testimony.  If a conferee is supplying their testimony as written only, then they just supply 30 copies
for the committee.  I would need the copies by noon tomorrow.
 
If you have any more questions, call me at 785-296-4335.  
 
Phil
 

From: Midge Grinstead [mailto:mgrinstead@humanesociety.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 1:23 PM
To: Phil Engelhardt <Phil.Engelhardt@Senate.ks.gov>
Subject: SB 207
 
Hello Phil:
 
I just saw that SB 207 was scheduled for Thursday.  Can you give me a rundown on what conferees
need to do to testify both in person and in written form.  Thank you for your help
 
 
Midge Grinstead
Kansas Senior State Director
The Humane Society of the United States
785-766-3871
http:/www.Facebook.com/Kansas
www.hsus.org
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Senator  LaTurner and Members of the Committee.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak with you today regarding SB 207.

My name is Midge Grinstead, and I am the Kansas Senior State Director for The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS), the largest animal welfare protection organization in the country.   On behalf of our members and supporters in Kansas, we oppose Senate Bill 207. 

SB 207 is designed to bring back greyhound racing through a slot subsidy scheme.  Greyhound racing is an inhumane activity that has been largely rejected by your constituents and the American public.  They simply don’t attend these races.    Greyhound racing has economically failed everywhere.

SB 207 will increase greyhound breeding and racing, and in turn increase suffering for dogs. As a past shelter director and current board member for the Kansas Animal Control Association, I can tell you that these animal welfare concerns not only impact greyhounds, but the state as well. Public and private agencies will be forced to absorb the costs of investigating related cruelty complaints, taking in dogs with injuries and illness for treatment, rescue and adoption, and picking up dead discarded bodies of dogs dumped when the racing industry is done with them, as I have witnessed in the past. 

The racing industry promotes and tolerates an overproduction of dogs, resulting in an annual surplus numbering in the thousands, many of whom will end up being destroyed despite the best efforts of shelters and rescue groups.

Greyhound racing is a dying industry and is illegal in 40 states. Since 2001, more than two dozen dog tracks have closed all across the country and dog racing now represents less than 1% of all wagers placed each year in the United States. 

Racing proved to be a bad experiment for Kansas, and in 2008, with a 95% decline in gambling, forcing the facilities to close. It makes little sense to subsidize this industry with slots to bring it back.  SB 207 will damage the reputation of our state and will put thousands of greyhounds at risk. We urge you to oppose this bill. 

Thank you for your consideration today.  I am happy to answer any questions you might have to the best of my ability.

Sincerely,

Midge Grinstead

785-766-3871

mgrinstead@humanesociety.org
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To: Senate Federal & State Committee

From: Carla Lewis, President, Kansas Animal Control Association	 (KACA)

			

Date: March 23, 2017

RE: Oppose SB 207



Senator LaTurner and members of the committee. Thank you for the opportunity to testify today on Senate Bill 207. My name is Carla Lewis, I am an animal control officer in Leawood and the president of the Ks. Animal Control Association.   I am here today to express strong opposition for SB 207.



 Greyhound racing is an inhumane activity that has been rejected by Kansas residents and the majority of the American public. Racing events lead to an unacceptable level of animal exploitation and suffering solely for profit. The industry promotes and tolerates the overproduction of dogs resulting in an annual surplus numbering in the thousands, many of whom end up being destroyed.



Across the country greyhound racing is prohibited in 40 states.  There are no tracks in another 5, leaving tracks in only 5 states.  Florida has 12 tracks and has been working to de-couple greyhounds from their statute for the last couple of years and continues to lose 3.3 million dollars annually.  Miami loses 5 million per year and has mandatory races similar to what is in this bill.



The last greyhound track in Kansas closed their doors in 2008, leaving behind hundreds of unwanted dogs that had to be helped by the rescues and shelters of our state.  The burden of the greyhound racing industry cannot be shouldered by the shelter and rescue communities.  I urge the committee to vote NO on SB 207.



I would be happy to answer any questions you might have.





Sincerely,

Carla Lewis

Board President

Ks Animal Control Association





image1.emf





 
The Humane Society of the United States is the nation’s largest animal protection organization, rated
most effective by our peers. For 60 years, we have celebrated the protection of all animals and
confronted all forms of cruelty. We are the nation’s largest provider of hands-on services for animals,
caring for more than 100,000 animals each year, and we prevent cruelty to millions more through our
advocacy campaigns. 
 
The HSUS is approved by the Better Business Bureau’s Wise Giving Alliance for all 20 standards for
charity accountability, and was named by Worth Magazine as one of the 10 most fiscally responsible
charities. To support The HSUS, please make a monthly donation, or give in another way. You can
also volunteer for The HSUS, and see our 55 ways you can help animals. Read more about our 60
years of transformational change for animals, and visit us online at humanesociety.org.
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