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Morning Session

Welcome

Co-chairperson McGinn called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and welcomed the 
Joint Legislative Transportation Vision Task Force (Task Force) members and public. She noted 
the Task Force would hear more information regarding budget scenarios and what could be 
accomplished based on various funding levels, as well as updates on rail and freight service in 
Kansas.  She  stated  the  Task  Force  would  also  hear  updates  on  the  meeting  the  Kansas 
Department of Transportation (KDOT) hosted with stakeholders regarding rail and freight. She 
recognized  William Cleveland,  Chief  Inspector,  Office  of  Railroad  Safety,  and  Art  Johnson, 
Deputy  Regional  Administrator,  Federal  Railroad  Administration,  U.S.  Department  of 
Transportation.

Co-chairperson Proehl noted lunch would be provided to Task Force members by the 
Kansas Railroad Association and the Kansas Contractors Association.

Topics for Today and Future Meetings

Julie Lorenz, Burns & McDonnell, noted previous Task Force meetings were dedicated 
to presentations for information-gathering purposes, but future meetings would focus more on 
interaction and discussion. She stated the Task Force has heard about the current status of the 
transportation system, what would be required to complete the Transportation Works for Kansas 
(T-Works)  program,  future  and  existing  needs,  demographic  and  economic  trends,  funding 
approaches from other states, and budget scenarios. She stated the Task Force would hear 
information on how revenue levels impact performance; how to connect revenues, investments, 
and performance levels; safety; technology; alternative delivery options; and priority formulas. 
She noted the Task Force members will  be able to utilize a funding calculator with different 
components and assumptions (Attachment 1). 

Ms. Lorenz noted the goals set by the Task Force during its first meeting, which included 
clarifying needs and priorities and how much funding will be required to meet them; identifying 
funding  options  that  could  be consistently  provided  for  transportation  and  meet  the  state’s 
transportation needs; and recognizing future transportation investments should be multi-modal, 
support economic priorities of the State, be flexible for emerging opportunities, improve safety, 
maintain performance targets, and serve the entire state. 

Ms.  Lorenz  provided  information  on  how other  states  have  protected  transportation 
funding.  She  stated  since  2014,  six  states  have  protected  transportation  funding  either  by 
legislation or  amendment to their  state constitutions.  She provided information on these six 
states:  California,  Illinois,  Louisiana,  Maryland,  New  Jersey,  and  Wisconsin,  and  noted 
Connecticut will have a ballot initiative in November 2018 related to protection for transportation 
funding. She mentioned Kansas protects the motor-vehicle fuels tax, but the other sources are 
not protected.

The  Kansas  Legislative  Research  Department  (KLRD)  provided  a  memorandum 
regarding protections in Kansas law for transportation funding (Attachment 2).
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The Task Force members were provided with an updated information request document 
(Attachment 3). 

Ms.  Lorenz  reminded  Task  Force  members  to  send  in  their  goals  and  problem 
statements for recommendations. 

In response to a question, Ms. Lorenz stated within the calculator tool, each Task Force 
member can choose the revenue stream and adjust the amount, such as all sales tax up to 2.0 
percent.  She  noted  the  Task  Force  members  can  also  adjust  motor-vehicle  fuels  tax  and 
registration fees,  but  there is no mechanism for  funding protection because that  is  a policy 
decision for the Task Force. 

Rail and Freight in Kansas, Including Feedback from Stakeholder Meeting

John Maddox, Program Manager, Office of Freight and Rail, Bureau of Transportation 
Planning, KDOT, provided information on the multi-modal freight network in Kansas (Attachment 
4). 

Mr.  Maddox  stated  a  freight  and  rail  stakeholder  meeting  was  held  prior  to  the  full 
meeting of the Task Force. At this meeting, there was discussion and interaction with freight 
partners, members of the Task Force, and the public. These stakeholders discussed passenger 
rail service, including the continuation of the Southwest Chief and the extension of the Heartland 
Flyer from Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, to Newton, Kansas; the shortline railroads’ importance to 
the  state  and how the rail  system interacts  with  customers  and the  Class  I  railroads;  and 
trucking and parking options along the interstate, in rural areas, and around metropolitan areas. 
He noted the stakeholders discussed the Kansas Freight  Advisory Committee and are also 
supportive  of  the  State  Rail  Service  Improvement  Fund,  which  is  used  for  projects, 
rehabilitation, and expansion. 

Mr.  Maddox  remarked  the  multi-modal  freight  transportation  network  is  important  to 
Kansas because it provides freight transportation choices for shippers, improves mobility of the 
different products being shipped in and out of  the state for manufacturing and other needs, 
promotes safe and efficient transportation, supports economic development, and has the ability 
to  minimize  environmental  impacts.  He  noted  Kansas  is  a  hub  of  multi-modal  freight 
accessibility to anywhere in the continental  United States because of  the interstate system, 
state routes, 4 Class I railroads, 11 shortline railroads, air cargo facilities, and access to the U.S. 
Marine Highway System via the Missouri River and the Port of Catoosa.

Mr.  Maddox  stated  every  business  and  resident  in  Kansas  relies  on  the  freight 
transportation system. He noted each investment in the multi-modal freight network improves 
operating efficiencies,  reduces transportation costs,  and has a direct  positive impact  on the 
state’s economy. He noted truck tonnage is expected to increase by approximately 34.0 percent 
by 2040 and inbound traffic is projected to increase more quickly than outbound or intrastate 
truck movement. He stated motor carriers move along every route in Kansas, but the highest 
concentration of daily truck traffic is in the Kansas City metropolitan area, Wichita, and Salina. 

Mr. Maddox remarked the highway system carries oversized and overweight loads that 
require special permits, items such as windmill blades, windmill tower sections, and agricultural 
equipment. He stated in 2014, KDOT implemented the Kansas Truck Routing and Intelligent 
Permitting  System  (K-TRIPS),  which  was  a  cooperative  effort  among  KDOT,  the  Kansas 
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Department of Revenue, the Kansas Highway Patrol, and the motor carrier industry. He noted 
K-TRIPS is Internet-based and has increased safety and efficiency. He also stated KDOT issues 
more than 90,000 permits annually and 79.0 percent of those permits are self-issued. 

Mr. Maddox stated rail tonnage is expected to increase by approximately 11.6 percent 
through 2040, which is approximately 0.4 percent annually. He also noted the commodity value 
is expected to increase by approximately 40.0 percent through 2040, which is approximately 1.3 
percent annually. He mentioned one of the major components of the pass-through rail product in 
Kansas is coal,  shipments of which have been declining. He stated the 4 Class 1 railroads 
operate approximately 2,700 miles of rail and the 11 shortline railroads operate approximately 
1,500 miles of track. He remarked rail line abandonment changes to the freight network occur 
when  a  railroad  discontinues  service  or  abandons  the  line.  In  Kansas,  the  most  recent 
abandonment was 41 miles of the Nebraska Kansas Colorado Railway. He noted the impact of 
abandonment has been minimal in recent years.

Mr.  Maddox stated rail  projects  are  currently  funded  through  the State  Rail  Service 
Improvement Fund (SRSIF), rail crossing programs, and federal grant programs, such as the 
Transportation  Investment  Generating  Economic  Recovery  (TIGER)  program.  He  noted  the 
SRSIF receives approximately $5.0 million annually from the State Highway Fund. He noted 23 
projects  have  been  completed,  are  in  progress,  or  are  in  the  application  phase  since  the 
beginning of  the T-Works program and examples of  such projects include rail  rehabilitation, 
switch installation, and bridge repair. He also stated SRSIF program projects are 40.0 percent 
loan, 30.0 percent grant, and 30.0 percent matching funds. 

Mr.  Maddox provided information on federal  and state rail  crossing programs, noting 
current allocations and funding levels. He stated the Great Bend and Garden City projects under 
the Transload Facility Initiative have been successful  and KDOT tracks these projects on a 
quarterly basis. He also provided information on how KDOT has leveraged TIGER grants during 
the T-Works program, such as improvements to the BNSF line used by the Southwest Chief. He 
provided  information  on  the  BNSF  Intermodal  and  Logistics  Park  Kansas  City,  which  has 
created 4,000 jobs; stated 52,000 people rode the Southwest Chief in Kansas last year; noted 
the Dwight D. Eisenhower National Airport in Wichita ranked 91st in the nation for cargo tons 
landed in 2017; stated Kansas has a network of 25,000 miles of pipeline, which carries such 
products as crude oil and natural gas; and provided information on the 8-state Truck Parking 
Information System, which will launch January 4, 2019, and will have 22 public sites and 18 
dynamic message signs on I-70 and I-135. 

In response to questions, Mr. Maddox stated the predicted increase of inbound traffic 
comes from collective data from various sources, and is commodity-driven; the estimates also 
consider potential business growth; most moneys for the railway crossing programs are federal 
Section 130 funding that goes to all states based on a formula; eliminating crossings provides 
safety for the traveling public and better pass-through for the railroads; there are freight-specific 
funds available under programs in the federal Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) 
Act and funds were utilized on the highway system to improve structures and pavement; Kansas 
has received track-improvement moneys from federal competitive grant programs; and maps 
related to freight and rail are available on KDOT’s website. 

Local Programs

Ron Seitz,  Director  of  Engineering and Design,  KDOT, provided information on local 
programs and KDOT’s relationship with local governments (Attachment 5). 
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Mr.  Seitz  stated KDOT serves  the  local  transportation  network  of  roads owned and 
operated  by the  cities  and counties  by assisting  local  governments  in  securing  grants  and 
complying  with  state  and  federal  requirements,  managing  state  and  federal  programs,  and 
administering the Federal Fund Exchange Program. He stated the local transportation system 
has approximately 132,000 miles of roads, with 115,000 miles of county roads and 17,000 miles 
of city streets. He noted the local system includes city connecting links, which are roads that 
serve as both a city street and state highway. He stated KDOT maintains approximately 579 
miles of these city connecting links, while the cities maintain approximately 256 miles. He noted 
KDOT makes payments to the cities to assist with their maintenance of city connecting links. He 
also stated 79.0 percent of all Kansas bridges are on the local system.

Mr. Seitz noted the local road network has more miles of road, but less traffic than the 
state highway system. He remarked 7.0 percent of the state’s road miles (the state highway 
system and the turnpike),  carries 58.0 percent of the vehicle miles traveled. He stated local 
roads  have  lower  traffic  volumes,  but  local  roads  are  over-represented  in  terms  of  crash 
fatalities and serious injuries. He also provided information on population shifts from rural to 
urban areas, noting this means fewer people in those rural counties to support the local road 
network.  He stated this  population  shift  impacts  the  distribution  of  state and federal  funds, 
including those distributed under the Special City and County Highway Fund formula. He also 
stated urban areas are impacted by this population shift  because of the influx of population 
resulting in further development, expansion, and increased congestion on city roads.

Mr. Seitz noted the number of farms in Kansas has substantially decreased, but the 
farms are larger and production has substantially increased. He stated the local road system is 
challenged to meet the needs of larger agriculture equipment and trucks, which puts stress on 
roads, both paved and unpaved. He noted almost half of the local bridges are more than 50 
years old and are coming to the ends of their design lives. The bridge inspection data show 
2,955 bridges currently classified as deficient, which means they cannot carry the full legal size 
loads allowed or are too narrow to carry two lanes of traffic. He stated the bridge replacement 
rates are not keeping pace with the needs. 

Mr. Seitz noted approximately 75.0 percent of funding for county roads and bridges is 
from  local  funds,  while  approximately  25.0  percent  is  from  state  and  federal  funds,  as  a 
statewide average. He provided information on two state statutory programs providing funding 
to local governments, the Special City and County Highway Fund and the City Connecting Link 
Maintenance Payments program. He stated the Special City and County Highway Fund is the 
primary source of  state funding for local governments;  through it  the state distributes about 
$150.0 million annually to local governments primarily from motor fuel tax. He noted distribution 
to cities is in proportion to population, while distribution to counties is based on miles of road, 
vehicle  registrations,  and  vehicle  miles  traveled.  He  also  noted  the  City  Connecting  Link 
Maintenance  Payments  program  provides  $3.0  million  annually  to  local  governments.  The 
maintenance payment rate of $3,000 per lane per mile per year was set in statute in 1999. He 
noted the current rate would need to increase to $4,916 per lane per mile per year to have the 
same purchasing power as in 1999. He also noted that with inflation at the rate KDOT uses for 
its projections, by 2027, the required payment amount would need to be nearly $9,000 per mile 
per lane per year to keep up with purchasing power.

Mr. Seitz stated another funding opportunity established through T-Works is the Federal 
Fund Exchange Program. The Program allows the local agencies to exchange federal funds for 
state funds that carry fewer restrictions on their use in terms of design requirements for projects 
built  with them. The exchange rate is  $0.90 in  state funds for  every $1.00 in federal  funds 
exchanged. He noted KDOT was one of the first state departments of transportation to set up 
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such a program. He stated the Transportation Revolving Fund and the one-time Kansas Local 
Bridge Improvement Program were discontinued due to the funding. He noted KDOT would 
recommend revitalizing the Kansas Local Bridge Improvement Program.

Mr. Seitz stated there needs to be discussion on what the system should look like and 
how KDOT can strategically prioritize investment into the local system. He stated the critical 
issues to be considered are  access and sustainability  moving forward.  He noted decisions 
regarding  the  local  systems are  made  by  the  governing  body;  for  example,  Saline  County 
decided to close some bridges that could not carry the traffic.

In  response  to  questions,  Mr.  Seitz  stated  the  original  rules  of  the  Federal  Fund 
Exchange Program allowed local agencies to encumber or “bank” funds with KDOT for up to 
three years, but local agencies can no longer bank these funds with KDOT because of the strain 
on KDOT’s cash flow; stated the criteria KDOT uses for  designing bridges are adequate to 
handle  current  weight  limits,  but  KDOT would  have  to  redesign  bridges and reevaluate  all 
existing bridges if the vehicle weight limits were to increase; provided additional information on 
the Federal Fund Exchange Program, noting these state dollars must be used for transportation 
projects,  such as roads,  bridges,  sidewalks,  and transit  buses;  stated the Governor’s  office 
reinstated the exchange rate of $0.90 in state funds for every $1.00 in federal funds awarded, 
but KDOT believes the break-even point for the agency is $.75 for every $1.00; and stated the 
statutes specify the percentages of  motor-vehicle  fuel  tax into the Special  City and County 
Highway Fund and how it is distributed to the state and to counties and cities.

In response to further questions, Mr. Seitz stated the example of Saline County was 
presented around the state to Kansas Association of Counties and Kansas County Highway 
Association meetings as a best  practice;  noted KDOT does not  have a total  for  the capital 
investment that would be required to bring all bridges in the state up to a sufficient standard 
because these bridges vary; stated the Off-System Bridge Program is the only federal program 
that requires KDOT to share a certain percentage of its federal money with local agencies to 
spend  on bridges that  are  not  on  the  federal  highway system;  noted  KDOT completes  15 
bridges per year under the Off-System Bridge Program; stated the Special  City and County 
Highway Fund and the City Connecting Link Improvement Program and Maintenance Payments 
Program make direct payments to the cities and counties, while other programs are project-
related,  but  each  program has its  own set  of  rules;  noted each  county provides  a  county 
engineer annual report on county roads to KDOT; and provided additional information on federal 
programs.

Mr. Seitz stated he would provide the number of state highway miles that have come off 
of  KDOT’s  system.  KLRD staff  noted  they would  provide  information  on  the  history  of  the 
Special City and County Highway Fund. 

Budget Scenarios and the Transportation Calculator

Ms.  Lorenz  provided  an  overview  on  the  transportation  calculator.  She  noted  the 
transportation calculator was built in one month and would be demonstrated as a tutorial with 
assumptions, revenue streams, expenditure streams, and performance results. She noted the 
transportation calculator is a tool for discussion for the Task Force and the Task Force members 
could save their scenarios online (Attachment 6). 
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The  Task  Force  members  were  provided  with  a  document  related  to  input  and 
assumptions of the transportation calculator (Attachment 7).

Craig Secrest, High Street Consulting Group, demonstrated the transportation calculator. 
He noted the calculator has a default scenario, which assumes only $105.0 million is transferred 
from the State Highway Fund each year. He explained the Task Force members would be able 
to adjust expenditures and revenues in the calculator. He stated Task Force members should 
save their scenarios and High Street Consulting would summarize the data. He asked the Task 
Force members to submit three scenarios by October 9, 2018, one scenario with current funding 
levels including current  transfers;  one scenario with  no transfers beyond the routine $105.0 
million; and one scenario with a developed base on any other parameters. He noted support 
staff would answer questions of the Task Force related to the calculator.

In response to a question, Mr. Secrest noted the calculator assumes a weighted average 
for registration on trucks. 

Ms.  Lorenz  requested  Task  Force  members  to  provide  input  regarding  additional 
functions and assumptions of  the transportation calculator.  She noted a new version of  the 
calculator would be available at the Task Force meeting in Wichita on October 18, 2018. 

In response to questions, Ms. Lorenz explained there would be more opportunity for 
Task Force discussion at future meetings. She also noted the calculator is a tool for Task Force 
discussion, but could be publicized on the KDOT website in the upcoming months for public 
input.

Co-chairperson McGinn  stated the  Task  Force could  have  workshops related to  the 
calculator, if necessary. 

Approval of September 12, 2018, Minutes

Co-chairperson  Proehl  stated  the  Task  Force  has  been  provided  a  copy  of  the 
September 12, 2018, minutes and he would entertain a motion for approval.

Senator Skubal moved to approve the September 12, 2018,  minutes; Senator  Hawk 
seconded the motion; the motion passed.

Co-chairperson Proehl recessed the meeting at 12:05 p.m. for lunch.

Afternoon Session

Co-chairperson McGinn reconvened the meeting at 12:30 p.m. 

Local Input Testimony

Robert Myers, City Manager and Senior Legal Counsel,  City of Newton, provided an 
overview of transportation needs in Newton and surrounding areas. He provided information on 
the 36th Street and I-135 Interchange, which is a delayed project under the T-Works program; 
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stated the US-50 and Meridian Road Interchange is one of the oldest in the state and the ramps 
are  unsafe  and  not  complaint  with  today’s  highway standards;  noted the  city’s  support  for 
continued  development  of  passenger  rail  service;  and  expressed  support  for  the  current 
exchange rate under the Federal Funds Exchange Program (Attachment 8) (Attachment 9).

Co-chairperson McGinn thanked the City of Newton for providing the Meridian Center as 
the meeting space for the Task Force.

Edward  DeSoignie,  Interim  Director,  Economic  Lifelines,  requested  the  Task  Force 
consider a local transportation component for a future transportation program and suggested 
the Task Force protect funds deposited in the State Highway Fund to stabilize transportation 
funding (Attachment 10).

Heather Morgan, Economic Development Consultant, Pratt County, stated a top priority 
of the City of Pratt is regulatory stability and funding certainty for future transportation plans. 
She stated another priority is completion of the US-54 Bypass within the next ten-year plan. She 
noted the right-of-way has been acquired and preliminary engineering has been completed for 
the bypass. She also provided information on funding programs and requested the Special City 
and County Highway Fund disbursements remain the same. She also encouraged the Task 
Force to restore the funding for the Kansas Local Bridge Improvement Program. She noted the 
importance of public transit in Pratt County, stating the local system had 21,000 riders last year 
(Attachment 11). 

Glenna Borho, Chairman, Pratt County Commission, requested construction of a bypass 
around the City of Pratt, along with the completion of the four-lane highway throughout Pratt 
County. She stated many lives have been lost on US-54 in Pratt County due to the increased 
traffic  load,  especially  with  trucks  hauling  agricultural  commodities,  consumer  goods,  wind 
turbine components, and industrialized manufactured goods (Attachment 12).

Darryl  Lutz,  Director  of  Public  Works and County Engineer,  Butler  County,  stated all 
traffic starts on local roads and the local roads are an integral part of the transportation system 
and essential to the economy. He emphasized the need for local access for the agricultural 
economy in  Butler  County,  noting  farm,  oil  field,  and aggregate  extraction  equipment  have 
increased in size and weight. He requested the Task Force have a deeper discussion on the 
history of the Special City and County Highway Fund (Attachment 13).

Passenger Rail

Mark Corriston, Kansas Council Member, Rail Passenger Association, remarked on the 
continuing resolution approved by the U.S. Congress related to the Southwest Chief. He stated 
the latest $3.0 million TIGER discretionary grant is being withheld by Amtrak and noted Amtrak 
announced a bus-bridge service, which would eliminate through-service between Dodge City, 
Kansas,  and  Albuquerque,  New Mexico.  He  requested  the  Task  Force and  KDOT formally 
contact  the  Kansas  congressional  delegation  and  Amtrak  in  support  of  maintaining  the 
Southwest Chief in its current form (Attachment 14). 

Deborah Fischer Stout, President, The Northern Flyer Alliance, Inc., described historical 
accomplishments and past investments of The Northern Flyer Alliance; noted the importance of 
closing  the  200-mile  passenger  rail  service  gap  from  Newton,  Kansas,  to  Oklahoma  City, 
Oklahoma, to connect the Southwest Chief and the Heartland Flyer; stated the Southwest Chief 
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is  in  peril  and  requested  investment  in  the  Southwest  Chief;  and  noted  KDOT has  been 
conducting a study to determine necessary investment in the Southwest Chief (Attachment 15).

In response to a question, Ms. Fischer Stout stated with the service being established at 
59 miles per hour, investment would be minimal to Kansas. Mr. Corriston noted the investment 
would be for getting the rail line ready for passenger rail service. He noted there would be an 
annual ongoing renewable contract with Amtrak to provide the service because it would be a 
state-supported rail system. He stated a formal request for service should be issued.

Chris Herrick, Director of Planning & Development and Interim Director of Fiscal and 
Asset Management, KDOT, stated KDOT asked Amtrak to complete a ridership study and for 
BNSF to complete an infrastructure cost analysis on the Heartland Flyer Extension. He noted 
BNSF does not want to move forward with an analysis until Amtrak decides on the Southwest 
Chief. He stated the Secretary of Transportation has asked BNSF to complete its study. He also 
stated funding for passenger rail and other needs is a policy decision for the Task Force and 
Legislature.

Pete Meitzner, Council Member, City of Wichita provided an overview of passenger rail 
service  expansion  in  Kansas.  He  noted  connecting  the  Southwest  Chief  from Kansas  City 
through Colorado to Albuquerque impacts the economy of all the cities along the route today. He 
stated recent milestones include improvements to the Southwest Chief with TIGER grants in 
2015 and 2017 and the inspection train on the Heartland Flyer Extension route in June 2017 
(Attachment 16).

In response to questions, Mr. Meitzner described the public support for the inspection 
train last summer and noted the Oklahoma Department of Transportation believes Heartland 
Flyer ridership is stagnant and is interested in improving it through connecting to the Southwest 
Chief;  discussions  are  under  way  on  possible  splits  in  the  costs  for  the  Heartland  Flyer 
Extension. 

Gary Janzen, City Engineer and Assistant Director of Public Works and Utilities, City of 
Wichita, submitted written-only testimony (Attachment 1  7  ).

Co-chairperson McGinn requested information from staff related to taxes on passenger 
rail. 

Freight Rail

Brett Wallace, General Manager, Cimarron Valley Railroad (CVR), stated the CVR is a 
shortline railroad that operates just under 300 miles of track in southwestern Kansas stretching 
into Colorado and Oklahoma. He noted a significant portion of CVR’s network is not able to 
support increased rail car weight. He requested the Task Force recommend continuing the Rail 
Service Improvement Program, but consider modification of the funding structure specifically to 
allow track upgrades so tracks can be improved to handle rail cars that now are designed for 
286,000-pound capacity loads (Attachment 18). 

Additional Conferees

Norm Bowers,  Local  Road Engineer,  Kansas Association of  Counties,  requested the 
Task  Force  have  a  presentation  on  county  needs  at  a  future  meeting.  He  stated  the  105 
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counties in  Kansas have 105 different  solutions related to transportation.  He requested the 
percentages of the Special City and County Highway Fund to the cities and counties not be 
reduced  and  the  formula  for  distribution  among  counties  be  reviewed.  He  also  expressed 
counties need help from the State with maintaining bridges. He also proposed a production tax 
for future road funding (Attachment 19). 

Beth Linn, City Administrator, City of Edgerton, noted the City of Edgerton is an example 
of  how public  infrastructure  investment  drives  private  development.  The  City  of  Edgerton’s 
greatest  economic  development  success is  Logistics  Park Kansas City,  which  is  served by 
BNSF Railway’s $250.0 million state-of-the-art intermodal facility and was privately developed 
by NorthPoint Development. She stated the City of Edgerton has a population of 1,700 people, 
but increases to 4,200 jobs during the day. She noted $15.0 million is generated from the project 
annually from new sales tax, income tax, and property tax revenue from properties that are 
abated and from additional development that occurred around the Logistics Park. She noted the 
importance of an outer loop connection from I-70 to I-49 for easier distribution of freight around 
the Kansas City metro area (Attachment 20).

Responding  to  a  question,  Ms.  Linn  provided  information  on the  diverging  diamond 
interchange at Homestead Lane on the I-35 haul corridor. 

K-96

Jan  Peters,  President  and  Chief  Executive  Officer  (CEO),  Great  Bend  Chamber  of 
Commerce and Economic Development, noted Great Bend is home to the Cheyenne Bottoms 
wetlands and expansive transload facilities connecting rail and roads because of the partnership 
among KDOT, the City of Great Bend, Watco, and Sherwood Companies. She noted Great 
Bend depends on the industries of oil, agriculture, and cattle. She also noted the importance of 
partnerships, such as the K-96 Northwest Passage partnership  (Attachment 21) (Attachment 
22).

Taggart Wall, City Manager, City of Sterling, testified Sterling is a success due to the 
growing business in rural Kansas along the K-96/K-14 corridor. He stated 57.0 percent of the tax 
dollars levied through property tax and sales tax goes directly toward roads. He also noted 900 
people travel to Sterling every day for work. He noted Sterling has been left in limbo with the 
delay of  the  K-96 modernization  project  under  T-Works  and the delay is  affecting  potential 
economic development (Attachment 23).

Jon Prescott, Executive Director and CEO, Sunflower Diversified Services, expressed 
the need to make K-96 a safer  highway for  all,  but cited as examples public transportation 
drivers and passengers with whom his agency works. He requested the Task Force consider 
completing the K-96 Expansion project for the safety of people who travel from western Kansas 
to Wichita (Attachment 24).

John Sweet, Consultant, City of Lyons, stated the T-Works program was a reasonable 
and manageable program with partnerships. He noted the importance of fully funding any state 
transportation program. He also expressed the necessity of completing the expansion of K-96 
and  recommended continuing  safety  programs such as  Safe  Routes  to  School,  the  airport 
improvement  program,  the  Special  City  and  County  Highway  Fund,  and  rail  programs 
(Attachment 25). 
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Debra Teufel,  President  and CEO, Hutchinson/Reno County Chamber of  Commerce, 
requested the Task Force consider continued support for the K-14/K-96 corridor improvement 
between  Hutchinson  and  Lyons,  referred  to  as  the  Northwest  Passage.  She  noted  the 
importance of Hutchinson as a key healthcare service provider and stated Reno County is a 
major contributor to the economic development of the area (Attachment 26).

A Task Force member commented the Northwest Passage was included in the 1989 
transportation program and is the only enhancement program that has not been completed.

Responding to a question, Ms. Teufel noted the K-96 group is requesting construction of 
a roadway known as a “super two.” She noted much of the right-of-way has been acquired and 
is ready for construction. 

The following individuals submitted written-only testimony:

● Barton County Young Professionals (Attachment 2  7  );

● City of Lyons (Attachment 2  8  );

● Dave Wilson, General Manager, Sterling Services (Attachment 2  9  );

● Debra  Teufel,  President  and  CEO,  Hutchinson/Reno  Chamber  of  Commerce 
(Attachment   30  );

● Carter File, President, Hutchinson Community College (Attachment   31  );

● Gary Meagher, County Administrator, Reno County (Attachment   32  );

● Great  Bend Chamber  of  Commerce and Economic Development  (Attachment 
3  3  );

● Irlan Fullbright, Mayor, City of Ellinwood (Attachment 3  4  );

● Jan  Peters,  President  and  CEO,  Great  Bend  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
Economic Development (Attachment 3  5  );

● Jennifer Schartz, Chairman, Barton County Commission (Attachment 3  6  );

● Joe Andrasek, Mayor, City of Great Bend (Attachment 3  7  );

● John Deardoff, City Manager, City of Hutchinson (Attachment 3  8  );

● Jon Prescott, Executive Director and CEO, Sunflower Diversified Services, Inc. 
(Attachment 3  9  );

● Steven Dechant, Mayor, City of Hutchinson (Attachment   40  );
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● Taggart Wall, City Manager, City of Sterling (Attachment   41  ); and

● Terry David, Chief, Reno County Emergency Medical Services (Attachment   42  ).

Additional Conferees

Margaret  Goering,  Vice-chair,  Harvey  County  Food  and  Farm  Council,  stated 
transportation should serve the needs of the community, not just those with cars, to make sure 
people can access healthy food and produce growers can distribute their products. She stated 
improving  diet  with  increased  fruits  and  vegetables  is  important  for  behavioral  health  and 
preventing chronic diseases, but some people do not have access to fresh fruit and vegetables. 
She  also  noted  there  is  no  public  transportation  system  reaching  all  of  Harvey  County 
(Attachment 43).

A Task Force member commented on the importance of a transportation network that 
allows Kansans to buy healthy foods.

Jeffrey  Brault,  Member,  Walk  &  Roll  Harvey,  stated  Walk  &  Roll  Harvey  promotes 
walking and biking in Harvey County. He remarked Walk & Roll Harvey is one small example of 
what can be done with support to address walking and biking at a local level with state funding 
(Attachment 44).

George “Chip” Westfall,  Commissioner,  Harvey County,  testified on the transportation 
priorities  for  Harvey  County.  He  noted  one  priority  is  rebuilding  the  US-50  and  I-135 
interchange.  He  stated  two  of  the  major  businesses  in  Harvey  County,  AGCO  and  Excel 
Industries, would benefit from this rebuild. He continued the US-50 and Meridian interchange is 
similar in design and also needs a rebuild. He also discussed the importance of aviation and rail 
for the area and the challenges in providing local funding for needed projects (Attachment 45).

Bill  Fiander,  Secretary,  Metropolitan Topeka Planning Organization (MTPO),  provided 
information on the MTPO’s regional priorities. He noted the two major policy shifts from the 
previous long-range transportation plan are preservation and active transportation modes. He 
also emphasized the importance of  redesigning and rebuilding the I-70 Polk-Quincy Viaduct 
Corridor and stated there is a funding gap for pedestrian and biking infrastructure in the area 
(Attachment 46).

Jason Peek, Public Works Director, City of Topeka, noted there are more than 4,000 
crashes on local roads within Topeka and Shawnee County annually.  He stated the City of 
Topeka is developing a Local Road Safety Program with a budget of $220,000 per year in local 
funds and these local funds are used to leverage state and federal safety funding. He stated 
Topeka has invested $1.0 million in a traffic signal system and upgraded traffic signal controls in 
anticipation of autonomous vehicles (Attachment 47).

In response to questions, Mr. Peek stated the turn on the Polk-Quincy Viaduct at 3rd 
Street and the I-70 ramps in Topeka were designed for the standards of the time; KDOT has 
completed  the  preliminary  engineering  plan  and  Topeka  is  ready  to  move  forward  on 
implementing the project; commented on concrete used in the late 1990s and early 2000s that 
suffered from bad limestone aggregate; noted Topeka has a systematic pavement management 
program  to  invest  in  treatments  on  roads;  and  stated  the  intelligent  transportation  system 
communicates with vehicles in connection with the traffic signal.
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The following individuals submitted written-only testimony:

● Tom  Whitaker,  Executive  Director,  Kansas  Motor  Carriers  Association 
(Attachment 4  8  );

● Board of County Commissioners of Kingman County (Attachment 4  9  );

● Linda Jolly, Executive Director, El Dorado, Inc. (Attachment   50  ); and

● David Dillner, City Manager, City of El Dorado (Attachment   5  1  ).

Closing Remarks

A Task Force member commented the Task Force should have more discussion on local 
programs. Ms. Lorenz noted there could be a stakeholder meeting in Hays or a block of time for 
a  presentation  to  the  full  Task  Force.  Co-chairperson  McGinn  noted  staff  will  look  at  the 
schedule to accommodate this request.

Ms. Lorenz noted the calculator should now be working correctly for the Task Force to 
use.

A Task Force member requested an explanation of how trucks and cars are charged. Mr. 
Herrick stated he would provide this information.

Co-chairperson McGinn noted there would be a recreational opportunity, reception, and 
bus tour in Garden City on October 10, 2018. She also noted a reception would be held at 
McGinn Farms in Wichita on October 17, 2018. 

The next meeting of the Task Force will be held October 11, 2018, in Garden City at 
Garden City High School. 

Co-chairperson McGinn adjourned the meeting at 3:23 p.m. 

Prepared by Lea Gerard

Edited by Whitney Howard and Jill Shelley
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