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Local Roads & Bridges are an integral part of the transportation system. 
• Throughout the history of our great state, the planning and funding for transportation had 

always been a partnership between the state and its. counties and cities. I recall the 
diligent work completed with the heavy involvement and support of local units of 
government to adopt the Comprehensive Highway Program in the late 1980's which 
included significant new funding that was shared. Everyone benefited. 

• The word Comprehensive not only implies multiple modes of transportation, but, should 
imply modes of transportation at all levels of government. 

• Think about the first leg and last leg of your daily travels. Virtually every travel starts 
and ends on a local road. · 

• Over 95% of truck traffic in Butler County begins or ends their trips on a local road in 
Butler County. 

· • ·Economic Development is driven as much by safe and sufficient local access to 
business and industry as by having safe freight corridors. 

• Safety is as much a concern for our citizens and patrons on collector and local routes as 
it is once they reach a state highway. 

Most Roads and Bridges in Kansas are on the local system. 
• 10,200 miles of State Highways, 115,000 miles oflocal roads. 
• 6,500 bridges on State System, 19,300 bridges on local system. 
• Approximately 60% of the Vehicle Miles Travelled occurs on Local Roads 
• Butler County Road System 

o 406 miles of County maintained roads - 365 miles paved 
o 1800 miles of Township maintained roads 

• Butler County Bridge System 
o 433 bridges open; 3 currently closed to traffic 

1 

Darryl C. Lutz, P.E., Director of Public Works/ County Engineer 

121 S. Cordy, Suite 200, El Dorado, Kansas 67042-2947 • 316-322-4101 



o 104 bridges FO or SD - Approximately 1/4 
o 64 bridges posted for reduced loads 
o Median age of local bridges in Butler County is 5 8 
o 152 bridges 75 years old. or older - Approximately 1/3 
o 272 bridges 50 years old or older - Almost 2/3 
o Over 2,000. large drainage structures maintained by County 

Crash Counts on Local Roads are significant in comparison to State Highways 
• 46% of all traffic fatalities occur on local roads. 
• 54% of all disabling injuries occur on local roads. 

Needs for Butle.r County Road and Bridge System 
• Bridges - Need to be replacing 5.5 bridges/year; only replacing 3.0/year 
• Large concrete box culverts - Need to be replacing 25 RCB culverts/year; only replacing 

10/year 
• Asphalt overlays - Need to be resurfacing 17 miles/year; only resurfacing 6-8 miles/year 
• Road Construction - Need to be improving 4 miles/year; only improving less than 1 mile 

per year. 

Funding 
• ·the last significant adjustment in transportation funding for Counties occurred in 1989 

with the comprehensive highway program. 
• Revenues from the state motor fuel tax to the city/county highway fund have been fairly 

stagnant for nearly 30 years. 
• Counties have benefited from the federal funds exchange program (FFE). 
• Counties benefited from the one time Kansas Local Bridge Improvement Program t~at 

eliminated several functionally obsolete and structurally deficient short spa:n bridges on 
local roads. 

• Motor Vehicle Carriers Taxes and Registration Fees have been lost to the state. 
• The purchasing power of this significant revenue source for County highway and bridge 

funding is less than 40% of when the last significant fuel tax increase was adopted. 
• Counties are very limited in options for generating revenues without adopting a dedicated 

sales tax. 
• Cost of construction and materials for highway and bridges has increased significantly in 

30 years. 
o 2" Asphalt overlay cost- $50,000/mile in 1990; $130,000/mile in 2018 
o Ave. Reinforced Concrete Box - $15,800 each in 1990; $45,000 each in 2018 
o Liquid Asphalts - $0.45/gallon in 1990; $1.80/gallon in 2018 

County Priorities 
• Continue to share state motor fuel tax by formula with counties and cities. 
• Share motor carrier taxes and registration fees as well as the dedicated sales tax with 

counties and cities. 
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• Assure that federal funds are distributed fairly to County and Cities based upon 
significant needs for improving roadway safety and capacity, countering attrition in our 
bridge network that is exceeding our ability to replace and addressing traffic safety. 

• Provide new dedicated revenue for statewide transportation needs and share with locals 
based on formula. 

• Maintain and improve safety and capacity on 2 major state highways in Butler County 
o K-254 corridor with 6 major county road/city street intersections with multiple 

fatality crashes. 
o US-54/400 from Andover/SO Co Line to Augusta. 

• Will be a huge bottleneck at County line and through Andover in 2 years 
or less when E Kellogg roadway improvements are completed. 

Closing Thoughts . 
• Counties and Cities have always been at the table as Partners with KDOT and the state 

of Kansas in recognition of the overwhelming needs to not only maintain, but, to make 
needed improvements in our transportation systems. 

• We were Partners at the table with KDOT and the state of Kansas to support 
transportation needs in the late I990's with the adoption of the Comprehensive 
Transportation Program and later with the adoption of T-Works, even though locals 
didn't share in the benefit of any new funding. 

e We wantto continue to be included as Partners with KDOT and the state of Kansas to 
support critical needs for highway and bridge improvements including the fair 
distribution of existing sources of revenue as well any new sources of revenues. 
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