
 
 
Date: February 22, 2019 
To: House Commerce, Labor, and Economic Development Committee 
From: Trey Cocking, Deputy Director League of Kansas Municipalities 
 
Re: House Bill 2314 
 Testimony in Support - Oral 
 
Mr. Chairman and Committee Members: 
 
Thank you for allowing me to testify in support of HB 2314 on behalf of the League of Kansas 
Municipalities and our member cities.  
 
Abandoned property is not just a Topeka, Kansas City, and Wichita issue, but it is a Kansas Issue. 
In a survey conducted by our organization, 89% of our member cities indicated abandoned or 
blighted housing was a significant or very significant concern for their communities and that the 
median length of time a property was reported as abandoned was four years. An alarming one-
third of the respondents noted they have properties that have been abandoned for over 10 years. 
Abandoned housing erodes property values for adjacent landowners, creates dangerous 
conditions for public safety officers, generates code enforcement complaints, and leads to an 
influx of vermin and pests.   
 
Abandoned property affects the health, safety, and the welfare of the entire community, 
including property owners and residents of rental property. These abandoned properties lead to 
an increase in police calls for theft, intruders, drug issues, and squatting. Not only are these 
properties a problem for law enforcement, they also lead to an increase in fire calls from 
accidental fires and arson. These abandoned structures are especially dangerous to firefighters 
since they are prone to collapse, and lead to firefighters making unnecessary entry because it is 
unknown if there is anyone in the structure.   
 
These properties also lead to many code enforcement issues that include overgrown vegetation, 
dilapidated structures, wildfires, illegal dumping, and additional demand for sanitation services. 
Abandoned properties have the potential to become dangerous structures as they deteriorate.   
 
Abandoned properties result in unpaid property taxes, which in turn creates a higher tax burden 
on other citizens to provide the resources to government services. As these properties fall further 
into disrepair, the neglect will cause a blighting effect on the surrounding properties, and it 
rapidly leads to a loss in values to surrounding properties. This loss in property value makes it 
difficult for surrounding property owners to secure financing to improve their property and for 
protentional buyers to obtain a mortgage. 



 
Abandoned properties regularly provide a home for vermin and pests including snakes, raccoons, 
rats, cockroaches, and other insects. These vermin and pests unfortunately do not remain 
contained to the abandoned property but rather become an issue for neighboring properties.   
 
Cities have long had tools available to them to address issues when a dangerous structure is 
involved, but they have had limited resources to deal with abandoned property. HB 2314 would 
give cities the same ability to deal with abandoned and blighted real estate as they now have 
when dealing with dangerous structures.  HB 2314 would allow rehabilitation action to be taken 
before the property became a “dangerous structure.” 
 
In conclusion, abandoned and blighted property is not a big city issue; it is a Kansas issue. 
Abandoned properties are dangerous for public safety officers, create a code enforcement issue, 
erode property values, and lead to an influx of vermin and pests.   
 
For these reasons, we ask for your support of HB 2314 and encourage your committee to 
recommend the bill favorably to the full House for debate.  
 
Additional Information 
 
Number of abandoned properties: For cites with fewer than 5,000 residents, most cities cited 30 
or fewer properties that had been abandoned. This may seem like small numbers, but it is a 
particularly magnified issue in  
 • Potwin (pop. 181, 29 properties), 
 • Florence (pop. 471, 30 properties, and  
 • Attica (pop. 640, 30 properties). 
 
Other cities that described significant abandoned housing issues included 
 • Fredonia (pop. 2,482, est. 15% of properties abandoned), 
 • Parsons (pop. 10,500, 150-200 properties), 
 • Junction City (pop. 25,817, 900 – 1,100 properties, and 
 • Topeka (pop. 127,473, 400 properties). 
 
How long have they been abandoned? The median length of time a property was abandoned 
was reported to be four years. But, thirteen of the 48 cites responding – almost a third – said 
some of their abandoned properties had been that way for 10 or more years. 
 
Who owns the properties? The abandoned houses most cities generally are concerned with are 
owned by individuals who have moved away. Those owned by landlords or a bank made up a 
much smaller percentage of the properties in question. 
 
 


