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Testimony of the Kansas Public Health Association to the 

House Committee on Insurance and Pensions 

Proponent for HB 2129 • February 10, 2021 

 

Chairman Johnson and Members of the Committee: 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony in support of House Bill 2129 to provide tobacco 

cessation benefits coverage under the state health care benefits program. 

 

Tobacco use continues to be the leading cause of preventable death in the United States.1 2 Survey data 

collected and analyzed by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment show that 17.3 percent of adults 

currently smoke, or about 381,500 people3. The CDC and the Surgeon General report that Insurance coverage 

for smoking cessation treatment that is comprehensive, barrier-free, and widely promoted is cost-effective.1 

House Bill 2129 seeks to reduce death and disease by increasing the opportunities for medically supported quit 

attempts to increase from two per year to four per year for the thousands of Kansans covered through the State 

Employee Health Plan.  

A report prepared for the National Alliance on Mental Illness-NAMI Kansas, by researchers at the University of 

Kansas School of Medicine, indicates that not only would increasing the supported quit attempts be good for the 

health of Kansans, it would also be good for the economy. In Kansas, the annual health care costs directly 

attributed to smoking is $1.12 billion.4 According to the report, moving from limited to expanded coverage for 

all smokers in the state of Kansas would generate about $225 million in economic benefit. 4  

Public health practitioners in Kansas encourage the legislature to explore and adopt policy solutions that benefit 

the health of Kansans. The effects and harms of tobacco are well documented. This legislation has been 

thoughtfully crafted through a review of best practices and careful work among informed health advocates in 

Kansas.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Brandon Skidmore, President 

Kansas Public Health Association 
 
The Kansas Public Health Association is a professional association for Kansas public health practitioners, professionals, 

and advocates. As a voice for public health, KPHA provides a forum for individuals and organizations to work 

collectively to assure conditions in which Kansans' lives will be healthy.  (This position reflects the collective position of 

association members through the action of the Board of Directors and may not necessarily reflect the views of each 

KPHA member’s employer.) 
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