
Mr. Chair, and members of the redistricting Committee, 

My name is Tucker Graff. I’ve been a resident of the city of Manhattan since 2007, and I’ve lived in 
Kansas my entire life. I was born and raised here on a small farm in western Kansas. First of all, thank 
you for providing me the opportunity to present testimony on such an important matter. I will try to be 
brief, but thorough as this is a matter of great importance to all Kansans. 

We live in a time of hyper-politicization. Even now, everyday facts of life and common medical 
procedures have been twisted and weaponized by partisan interests with the goal of dividing people and 
sowing distrust and animosity. Redistricting is no different. It used to be that if you wanted to win an 
election, you would campaign on issues that you believed in, and if enough people agreed, you were 
given the incredibly opportunity to represent them in the government. Now, however, we see already 
elected officials twisting the redistricting process to further their own goals. They pick and choose their 
voters, further entrenching their power, and they isolate voters of the opposite party to minimize their 
impact on elections, and to deprive them of the representation that they are entitled to under our 
Constitution. Kansas can and should be better than that. 

This whole process is rushed and reeks of partisan politics. The 2020 Census data hasn’t even been 
released yet. How are we, as citizens, supposed to make suggestions or even understand what 
constitutes a ‘fair’ district without that information? How are YOU? No one, not even yourselves, have 
had the opportunity to see the Census results, and to see how it differs from the last one. If you don’t 
know what has changed, then how do you know what changes need to be made to maintain fair and 
equal representation in each district? 

Even the format of these meetings is rushed. During the last redistricting process, Kansas had 14 
meetings across four months in order to gather input from its citizens. This year, those meetings are 
being compressed into ONE WEEK, all during working hours, so participation will likely be low.  I struggle 
to believe that this is anything other than an intentional decision by the committee members. The 
meetings were announced on a Friday, with little more than one week’s notice. This is outrageous, and 
the transparent attempt to suppress voter participation is borderline undemocratic.  

I sincerely hope and ask that you follow up this initial tour with additional, well publicized, widely 
accessible meetings for Kansans to participate AFTER the Census data becomes available. Kansas has the 
opportunity to be a national leader in creating fair and accurate districts in this age of hyper 
politicization and rampant gerrymandering, and I strongly encourage you to not disappoint us. 

Thank you, 

Tucker Graff 


