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Oral with Written Testimony for Thursday, August 12, 2021 in Overland Park

From: Amy Carter

To: The Joint House and Senate Committees on Redistricting
Re: Fair & Equitable Representation in Kansas

Chairman and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to supply testimony in support of transparent and fair redistricting.

I am asking that an independent commission be charged with redistricting once census data is
available to ensure the process is nonpartisan.

I am confident that a nonpartisan commission would see the common goals of Johnson and
Wyandotte counties. Those counties have formed the core of the Third District for decades, and
as the Court concluded in O’Sullivan, they should be placed in the same district because they
“represent the Kansas portion of greater Kansas City, a major socio-economic unit,” and the
counties’ economic, political and cultural ties are significantly greater than their differences.
O’Sullivan, 540 F. Supp. at 1204. The Court also agrees with O’Sullivan that Wyandotte County
should be placed in a single district so that the voting power of its large minority population may
not be diluted. In addition, the population density in this metro area is vastly different than in
other parts of the state leading to unique environmental concerns when compared to the
balance of the state: water quality and run off/flooding issues related to acres of buildings and
other hard surfaces; air quality issues from concentrations of vehicle traffic; and air quality
issues arising from population density in general.

I urge the committee to hold additional town halls after census data is available and Kansans
can review that data and offer input. I would encourage that those meetings be accessible,
available online, and announced with enough time to foster engagement.

The Kansas City Metro is currently whole within Kansas’ Third congressional district and should
remain in a single district as residents have shared interests in representation.

In summary, I am asking that an independent commission be charged with redistricting once
census data is available to ensure the process is nonpartisan.

Respectfully,

Amy Carter
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