
 

P.O. Box 2452 

Shawnee Mission, KS 66201 

Becky.Fast@jocogov.org 

 
 

August 9, 2021 - Written Only Testimony for Overland Park Public Hearing 
 

Dear Chair and Members of the House and Senate Committee on Redistricting: 
  

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony. The views expressed represent the 
opinions of the author and not of Johnson County Government or any affiliate organizations.  As a 
Johnson County Commissioner for District 1, I have the honor of representing four cities bordering 
Wyandotte County. Prior to being elected to the Commission, I served two terms on the Roeland 
Park City Council and was elected unanimously as Council President.  
 
As a County Commissioner, I observe first-hand numerous programs and services that Johnson 
County government and our cities work closely on with the Unified Government of Wyandotte 
County and Kansas City, Kansas.  The drawing of district boundary lines is about math but also 
includes the challenges of keeping communities of interest together to ensure that districts are as 
compact as possible. Johnson County shares many community-spanning programs and services 
with Wyandotte County and our bordering counties on the Missouri side. Several of the 
collaborative initiatives include:  
 
Public Transit  

• Johnson County and Wyandotte County work together on a bi-state public transit system 
through a partnership with the metropolitan regional Kansas City Area Transportation 
Authority. Residents who work in one county and live in another county can commute to 
their jobs across counties and state lines. 
 

Emergency Response  

• Regional plans are developed between the counties for emergency response for terrorist 
attacks, hazardous chemicals, severe weather events, and traffic accidents. The plans are 
synchronized, and well-practiced public safety plans that are frequently mobilized across 
county lines and on bordering streets and interstates between the two counties. 

 
First Tier Suburbs Coalition 

• The Mid-America Regional Council (MARC) First Tier Suburbs Coalition is another example 
of collaborative partnerships between the northeast cities of my District (Merriam, Mission, 
Roeland Park, Westwood, Westwood Hills, Mission Woods, Mission Hills, Prairie Village) 
with Kansas City, Kansas, and the suburban cities on the Missouri side of the metropolitan 
region. These cities are communities of interest working together to address common 
issues faced as older suburban neighborhoods developed after WW II by sharing 
information and forging a larger partnership between the public and private sector. 

 
Air Quality Management  

• The regional management of air quality is another critical area that Johnson County and 
Wyandotte County coordinate together. I serve as an appointee from the Johnson County 
Commission on the Air Quality Forum along with an appointee Commissioner, from the 
Unified Government of Wyandotte County/Kansas City, Kansas. The Bi-State Forum 
reviews regional air quality issues and makes policy recommendations regarding those 
issues for the metropolitan area. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Stormwater and Flood Control Management 

• Watershed, flood control, and stormwater runoff must be managed and coordinated on a 
regional basis.  A tributary to the Kansas River, Turkey Creek flows through Jackson 
County, Missouri, Wyandotte County, and then to Merriam and Overland Park in Johnson 
County. In 1998, Merriam experienced a flood due to Turkey Creek resulting in $12 million 
in flood damages that overtopped Interstate 35 and threatened lives in nearby 
neighborhoods in Johnson County and Wyandotte County.  

• The impact of one federal representative who understands the needs of both counties and 
advocates for federal funding requests through the US Army Corps of Engineers results in 
protecting thousands of jobs and continual reinvestment in the Turkey Creek watershed 
area.  

 
I ask the Committee to keep in mind the programs shared by Wyandotte County and Johnson 
County from the perspective of infrastructure and transportation, economic development, planning, 
and public safety, both counties are urban in nature, share common needs, and are parties to 
regional entities such as MARC.   
 
Johnson County’s social, cultural, and economic interests as a growing Kansas City metropolitan 
suburban county are vastly different from those of our surrounding rural counties.  
 
Johnson County, as the “economic engine” of Kansas is best represented at the federal level by 
being in the same congressional district as Wyandotte County given our collaborative cooperation 
between jurisdictions in the Kansas City region. 
 
 
Sincerely –  
 

Becky Fast 
 
Becky Fast, MPA 
Johnson County Commissioner, District 1 
Becky.Fast@jocogov.org  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


