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From: Ward Katz

To: The Joint House and Senate Committees on Redistricting
Re: Fair & Equitable Representation in Kansas

Chairman and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to supply testimony in support of transparent and fair redistricting.

I am asking that both Johnson and Wyandotte Counties remaining in the Third Congressional
District.

As a lifelong resident of the Geater Kansas City metropolitan area, I view my community of
interest as including the heavier populated areas of Wyandotte and Johnson County. Having
traveled the state, once I leave these areas, it is apparent to me that the needs, wants, lifestyle,
and support systems of areas outside these two primary counties are quite different. The two
counties represent the largest concentration of population in Kansas. The 2019 population
density of Wyandotte and Johnson counties at 1,091 and 1,272 persons/sq. mile, respectively,
dwarfs rest of the state with the maximum density at 517/sq. mile in Sedgwick County.

Examples of the needs and issues that are particular to our specific area and congressional
district include the multicounty transportation system that depends on Congressional action. The
requirements of such a system in Johnson and Wyandotte counties are totally different than
such requirements outside the two-county area. Similarly, the healthcare delivery system
includes issues that arise in Congress including the needs of the uninsured, funding for
research, augmentation of response capacity during health emergencies such as Covid-19 and
funding and rules for Medicare and Medicaid. The Court in the O'Sullivan case affirmed this
conclusion in the 2012 creation of the Third District.

Other issues and standards which are particular and/or unique to the two county area (and its
part of the greater metropolitan area) include regional planning and services, income
similarities, employment mobility, environmental concerns and post-secondary education.  In the
case of post-secondary education, the student profile in the two-county area is much more
non-traditional than in other areas of the state and, accordingly, the students' needs for federal
assistance are greater.
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Current Congressional and Legislative maps were created by the courts and should, as
possible, be altered as little as necessary to fulfill reapportionment shifts. The Kansas City Metro
is currently whole within Kansas’ Third congressional district and should remain in a single
district as residents have shared interests in representation.

In summary, it is essential that Johnson and Wyandotte County remain as one Congressional
district in a state which is allocated only four Congressional seats and which, outside the
two-county  community of interest, is substantially rural.

My thanks to the Redistricting Committee for considering my testimony and for your service.

Respectfully,

Ward Katz

4600 W. 87th Terrace
Prairie Village, Kansas 66207
913-915-4678
wkatz@drsmllc.com


