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EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click any links or open any attachments unless you
trust the sender and know the content is safe.

My name is Sue Thompson I am a registered voter living in Mission
and my contact info is kraftysue@gmail.com and 913-262-3358. I
am submitting testimony for the redistricting hearing held on
Thursday, Aug. 12 at Matt Ross Community Center. This testimony
is WRITTEN-ONLY.

I feel that redistricting should definitely be a bipartisan project with
equal representation from each party. I would also suggest that
private citizens be allowed to participate. The redistricting
committee should include citizens from each county represented to
be fair. I was part of a redistricting committee in Kansas City, KS.
following the 1990 census.  It is a difficult job but was helped by
having people from the community involved so it didn’t become a
political project.  It was a hard job trying to draw boundary lines in
the city to maintain racial equality.

Back in the 70’s, the 3rd Congressional District had very different
mapping than as it appears today. It included part of Douglas Co. 
As population changes, so do the district maps.  New district lines
must be based only on the 2020 census-not on political
preferences.  If the committee to re-draw the district lines are all
politicians it would be very unfair to Kansas citizens.  We should
choose our representatives—not the other way around.

So that citizens are assured of the fairness of the committee’s
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decisions, please hold public hearings before the plans are
submitted for votes. 

Another safeguard to hold the committee accountable would be to
have all the above completed in adequate time for citizens to file
protest complaints to the courts and the courts to rule.

Please let me know if you need any additional information.

Sincerely,
Sue Thompson
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