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I have lived in Wyandotte County and Johnson County since 1977, and I believe Johnson County 
and Wyandotte County have been together in the Third District close to the entire time. 
 
I am writing today to strongly urge you to keep Johnson County and Wyandotte County 
together for the Third District.  Being the two Kansas counties in the Kansas City metro area, 
both counties are linked together in shared interests and cooperation.  I have friends who live 
in Wyandotte County, and I shop in Wyandotte County without regard to county lines.  My 
husband is recently retired from Children’s Mercy Hospital, which is based in Kansas City, MO, 
and has locations in both Johnson County and Wyandotte County.  It is fully integrated in the 
entire metro area.  This is just one example of how our two Kansas counties are interconnected 
with each other and with the entire metro area.   
 
As I have spoken with people outside of Kansas, and explain how the Kansas City metro area is 
in two states, they have asked me how that works.  I tell them not well.  There is competition 
between the states to attract businesses, to poach businesses, to give tax incentives to 
businesses that ultimately hurt the cities, and a disinclination to cooperate in mutual needs.  
We do NOT need to split the Kansas counties and create division by making Johnson County and 
Wyandotte County two separate congressional districts.  We need unified Kansas counties to 
cooperate and, frankly, to compete together within the metro area. 
 
Kansans deserve representation that we elect because we believe our representative 
understands and shares our needs and interests.  Rural counties want what urban counties 
want: that their representatives understand local issues and do not want representatives who 
are split in their constituents’ needs. If a district is too varied in its population, if it is split 
between rural and urban people, if it has varied diversity that is unevenly distributed, because 
it needlessly spans a wide geographic area, a representative will very likely have an affinity to 
one or another population, and find it difficult to understand or represent all the constituents. 
Districts, both state and federal, need to be fair, contiguous, compact, and have common 
interests. Wyandotte and Johnson Counties obviously have much in common, proven by 40 
years in the same congressional district. 
 
Gerrymandering is a bad word.  It is a bad action.  There is nothing fair in manipulating 
boundary lines to consolidate power.  There is no good intention about dividing populations 
and taking away our voices.  Our democracy is supposedly sacred to all of us, and there is  
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nothing democratic about maneuvering district borders so that elected officials choose their 
constituents, not the other way around. 
 
I urge you to commit to fair redistricting.  Keep similar populations together, and as 
geographically compact as possible.  Treat others as you would like to be treated. 
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