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Mr. Chair and members of the Committee: 

My name is Mina Steen.  I have lived in Johnson County my entire life.  Thank you for 

your service and for thoughtful consideration of the perspectives shared by your fellow 

Kansans.  Because time is limited, I will speak to my key concerns. 

Democracy is historically rare, fragile, and in decline across the globe.  It is layered, 

complicated, slow, inefficient and messy.  It is sometimes hard to live with because it is 

designed to give everyone an equal say in the decisions that affect their lives.  We don’t 

always get our way and that is difficult for us.   

But the democratic process is a sacred part of our country’s heritage and a key element 

of our success and freedoms.  It is what binds us together.  But, it needs our vigilance to 

keep it fair and healthy.  I believe the Redistricting process is a fundamental element of 

our democracy, thus, very important!  I ask you to be sure this is done in a transparent 

and fair manner. 

My family, work and volunteer ties to the 3rd Congressional District of Kansas are deep.  

My daily activities regularly traverse both Johnson and Wyandotte Counties. They are 

both my community and I like sharing representation accordingly.  Because our counties 

share boundaries and are both densely populated - the needs and priorities of our 

counties (and their respective cities) are frequently aligned.  More importantly, when it 

comes to legislative concerns, in spite of our diversity, we have the same priorities: 

safety, health, education, transportation, our environment, economic development, etc.   

My biggest concern for our country is not which party is in control.  My concern is a loss 

of trust in government brought on by an erosion of ethical values and respect for the 

truth.  As leaders of my state, I am counting on you to guard this process and be sure it 

supports a fair and democratic approach to electing our representative government. 



Thank you for your time.  Mina Steen  


