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Written-only Testimony for Thursday, August 12, 2021 in Overland Park

From: Kenneth Davis

To: The Joint House and Senate Committees on Redistricting
Re: Fair & Equitable Representation in Kansas

Chairman and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to supply testimony in support of transparent and fair redistricting.

I am asking that the regional core of the 3rd Congressional district be maintained in light of the
importance of retaining representative consistency for bi-state regional planning, which is
carried out through the Mid America Regional Council (MARC).

I have served in municipal non-partisan elected offices for nearly 14 years in Northeast Johnson
County.  My 20-year professional career prior to retirement included experiences in higher
education, health care and public health policy within this region.  Regional planning is critical
for jurisdictional integrity within the Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) of Greater Kansas City.
For this reason, consistent regional Congressional representation for this four-county area
(Leavenworth, Wyandotte, Johnson and Miami) is critical to retain this integrity. The regional
core of this MSA, on the Kansas side of the KS/MO boundary, includes both Wyandotte and
Johnson Counties.  The 1995 formation of the Wyandotte and Johnson Counties’ Council of
Mayors is evidence of the importance of retaining this regional integrity for jurisdictional planning
and communication.

Without detailed 2020 Census data, I cannot make suggestions about the composition of fair
districts at this time. No one, including yourselves, has had an opportunity to see detailed
Census results and identify what changes are required to maintain equality of population in our
districts. I urge the committee to hold additional town halls after census data is available and
Kansans can review that data and offer input. I would encourage that those meetings be
accessible, available online, and announced with enough time to foster engagement.

The Kansas City Metro is currently whole within Kansas’ Third congressional district and should
remain in a single district as residents have shared interests in representation.

In summary I urge the committee members to honor the existing integrity of the Kansas City
MSA when establishing the regional core of the 3rd Congressional district, by including both
Wyandotte and Johnson Counties jointly.
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Respectfully,

Kenneth Davis

5808 W 61 Terrace
Mission, KS 66202
913-669-7095
ken.davis04@gmail.com


