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August 15, 2021 
 
To: House and Senate Redistricting Committees 2021 
 
Redistricting of Kansas is important to Connie and John Smith. We are lifelong Kansans who have 
lived, worked, held local elective and statewide appointed positions in both large and small 
communities of Kansas. Although we currently live in Lenexa, we have retained our rural ties by 
owning farmland in two counties, managing our farm interests, maintaining a second home in 
Dickinson County, paying property taxes in three Kansas counties, frequently visiting  
communities in central and northeastern Kansas and subscribing to local newspapers. Although 
we are now retired, our interest in Kansas good government continues. 
 
Respectfully, we are providing the following recommendations and suggestions.  
 

• We suggest for redistricting to be successful the process must begin with an open and 
transparent process that will prevent partisan gerrymandering. Kansans deserve fair national 
and local legislative districts. 
 

• To rebuild public trust in the map-drawing legislative district process, it is critical that this work 
be done in an open, fair, and transparent manner that considers public input. 
 

• The Redistricting Committees are off to a poor start in that regard. The current 14 town halls 
are being crammed into a single week, on short notice, and prior to the Census Bureau’s 
release of detailed population counts needed to draw new districts and the adoption of 
Guidelines and Criteria for Congressional and Legislative Redistricting. 

 

• Ten of the 14 town halls are taking place during the week during working hours, dramatically 
reducing the number of Kansans who can participate. 

 

• There is no reason for this rushed process before receiving the Census data. Kansans should 
first have an opportunity to study the results of the Census in the context of established 
redistricting guidelines before being asked to weigh in on the composition of new districts. The 
absence of guidelines means there is no framework against which Kansans can structure their 
input. 

 
We are providing our comments and suggestions for the committees to consider as they conduct 
the redistricting process: 

 

Preserving the Core of Existing Districts 
 

• As Kansas will maintain its four current congressional districts, the congressional maps should 
remain close to their current configuration, as minimal changes are needed. 
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• Kansas City is currently wholly within Kansas’ Third congressional district. It should remain 
whole in a single congressional district. 
 

• Districts should be as compact as possible. With population growth in the Kansas City metro 
region, the Third District can be contained wholly within Johnson and Wyandotte County. 
 

• Kansas City - Wyandotte County - and Johnson County have been in the same congressional 
district throughout the modern redistricting era, since the 1970s. Separating them apart would 
be a blatant attempt to manipulate the maps and gerrymander the Third District. 

 
Protecting Communities of Interest 
 

• Kansas’s Third District currently represents the most racially diverse communities in the state, 
and those communities should be kept in one district for fair representation. 

 

• Breaking up the Kansas City metro region - spreading like-minded voters apart across multiple 
districts to dilute their voting power - so that pieces of that region are separated from one 
another and instead combined with the more rural parts of the state, does not respect the 
different priorities and needs of urban, suburban, and rural communities in the state. The needs 
of the communities within metro Kansas City must be acknowledged, as do the needs of more 
rural communities, which are dissimilar to the residents of Kansas City and its suburbs. 

 

• Situated along the state border with Kansas City, Missouri, Kansas City, Kansas -- as well as 
Wyandotte County shares a similar cultural and historical identity with Johnson County. 
 

We respectively request the committees consider our testimony. We will follow with interest the 
future hearings as the redistricting progresses once the new census data is available. We will have 
additional comments as the committees’ progress with their work. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
/s/ 
 
John P. and Connie R. Smith 
8919 Cottonwood Street #1 
Lenexa, Kansas 66215 
(913) 322 6571 
(573) 619 3764 
jandcsmith@everestkc.net 
 


