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Dear members of the Joint House and Senate Committees on Redistricting, 

 

Thank you for providing this format to submit my ideas on redistricting in Kansas. I am giving testimony 

for the redistricting of the Congressional seats. I am a member of the League of Women Voters of 

Johnson County; however, the testimony is my own. I am providing testimony to keep Johnson (JoCo) 

and Wyandotte (WyCo) Counties in the same Congressional district. I am making two points: 

1. JoCo and WyCo are major parts of the Kansas City metropolitan region (urban) 

2. Keeping JoCo and WyCo in the same district It is a benefit to all Kansans 

 

1. Major Urban District. I moved to Overland Park, Kansas in April 2020 from Kansas City, Missouri. 

After living on both sides of the state line, the connection of the cities and communities in the 

region is clear. The interdependence of the two Kansas counties is no exception. On the county-to-

county level, JoCo and WyCo are one-half of the Mid-America Regional Council’s (MARC) Core 4 

Initiative whose mission is to work on regional concerns like digital access, social determinants of 

health, and workforce.  

 

Picking one regional challenge, social determinants of health, JoCo and WyCo share concerns such 

as smoking cessation programs, guides to metropolitan farmer’s markets, access to community 

gardens, and planning safe walking routes to school, and air pollution. Drilling down, one of our 

nation’s largest inland ports is in the southeast neighborhoods of WyCo situated on the northern 

border of JoCo. There is a non-profit, CleanAirNow, that has placed sensors near the rail yards, in 

both counties, to measure fine particulate matter, or PM 2.5, black carbon and other contaminants 

in the air. Elevated levels have been measured in both counties and are factors in hospitalization 

and premature death. Although the physical location of the yards is in WyCo, the bridges, roads, 

traffic, air, and air pollution (PM 2.5, black carbon, ozone, lead (Pb), nitrogen dioxide, and sulfur 

dioxide) effect both counties. 

The voices of residents and leaders of JoCo and WyCo collaborate with our Core 4 Initiative partners 

to create solutions to challenges like air quality. When Federal help is needed, collaborating with 

only one Congressional Representative from the Kansas side will ensure clear communication 

between regional, State, and Federal lawmakers. Like it or not, WyCo and JoCo contain and 

surround a large inland port and are integral parts of the Kansas City metropolitan region. Keeping 

the counties together makes a compact, contiguous district. One district, one Representative!  

2. Benefit to all Kansans. To couple with the first point, Kansas is the “Wheat State”. Each year 

approximately 20,000 Kansas farmers grow enough wheat to fill a train that stretches from Kansas 

to the Atlantic Ocean. Of that, enough grain is hauled by BNSF to supply 900 million people with a 

year’s supply of bread. BNSF has a huge presence in the KCK railyards. Kansas farmers depend on 

rail. JoCo and WyCo depend on rail. But the challenges of rural and urban communities related to 

rail are different. Keeping JoCo and WyCo in the same district with urban challenges allows for 

sound policy decision making. Placing the counties in separate districts with rural counties would 

dilute representative’s ability to follow and legislate on policies with competence.  

https://www.marc.org/Government/CORE4-Initiative
https://www.marc.org/Government/CORE4-Initiative
http://cankc.org/
https://www.epa.gov/pm-pollution
https://www.bnsf.com/
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In my opinion, it is best to devote Congresspeople to districts that face similar challenges. You can 

concentrate a Representative’s attention on either rural or urban concerns or dilute their attention on 

both types of issues. Keep JoCo and WyCo in the same Congressional district. Thank you. 

 

Unrelated to redistricting, but related to the Town Hall process, I will not be attending in person due to 

your cavalier attitude to ensuring the health of Kansans. Pay attention to public health 

recommendations and ensure masks are worn, and social distancing occurs. Your inattention to the 

recommendations puts Kansans at risk for infection with this deadly virus.  

 

Sincerely,  

Nancy Allen                                                                                                                      Nancy.allen36@gmail.com 

mailto:Nancy.allen36@gmail.com

