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Written-only Testimony for Thursday, August 12, 2021 in Overland Park

From: Eileen Battles

To: The Joint House and Senate Committees on Redistricting
Re: Fair & Equitable Representation in Kansas

Chairman and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to supply testimony in support of transparent and fair redistricting.

I am asking the committee to maintain the entirety of Johnson and Wyandotte Counties in the
Third District to properly represent this unique region of Kansas urban population.

Representative Districts should be determined by the most cohesive representation of the
population without political party influence.  This is the very core of our democracy.  Kansas US
District 3 represents Kansas' most populated area which act as a cohesive, co-dependent
Kansas City metro region.  Kansas US District 3 shares vital economic, infrastructure, political
and cultural ties.  Any proposal to divide Wyandotte and Johnson counties into separate districts
would impact the voting power of the minority population, as well as effect legislative projects
that benefit the entire area as it is currently delineated. Any proposal to separate Kansas US
District 3 to join more rural neighbors would dilute the core needs of this urban district.  Quite
simply, not all of Kansas is rural.  Rural and urban needs are very different and should be
represented as such.

The population density in this metro area is vastly different than in other parts
of the state leading to unique environmental concerns when compared to the balance of the
state.

Wyandotte and Johnson counties actively participates in and benefits from metro regional
planning and service provision through MARC (including 911 services) and its affiliates. Why?
Because we choose to live, work, shop, and play in the Kansas metro area which includes both
Wyandotte and Johnson counties.

I urge the committee to hold additional town halls after census data is available and Kansans
can review that data and offer input. I would encourage that those meetings be accessible,
available online, and announced with enough time to foster engagement.

Current Congressional and Legislative maps were created by the courts and should, as
possible, be altered as little as necessary to fulfill reapportionment shifts. The Kansas City Metro
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is currently whole within Kansas’ Third congressional district and should remain in a single
district as residents have shared interests in representation.

Johnson and Wyandotte Counties should be kept together and entirely within the Third District
to support the most populated part of the state that benefits from collaborative regional planning,
services, infrastructure, and economies.

Respectfully,

Eileen Battles

13927 W 76 Cir
Lenexa, KS 66216
913-962-1932
all4battles@gmail.com


