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Representative   Croft,   Representative   Burroughs,   Senator   Wilborn,   Senator   Sykes,   members   
of   the   committee,   thank   you   for   the   opportunity   to   speak   before   you   today   on   the   Kansas   
redistricting   process.   I’m   a   lifelong   resident   of   Neosho   County.    I'm   a   sophomore   currently   
attending   Washington   University   in   St.   Louis   where   I’m   studying   political   science   with   a   
concentration   in   American   Politics.     
  

As   the   committee   considers   how   to   redraw   the   Kansas   electoral   map,   I   ask   you   to   keep   whole   
counties   together   in   the   same   district.   Currently,   Neosho   County   is   divided   among   three   
Kansas   House   Districts.   Districts   Two,   Nine,   and   13   dissect   our   community   in   a   way   that   
does   not   make   sense   to   residents.   While   this   may   seem   insignificant,   it   divides   and   dilutes   our   
collective   interest   and   voice   in   the   statehouse.   Neosho   County   does   have   similar   interests   
with   our   neighbors,   but   there   are   challenges   that   are   uniquely   ours.   Neosho   has   always   had   a   
harder   time   attracting   and   keeping   business,   and   developing   economically   than   our   
neighbors.   While   Chanute   may   seem   to   be   booming,   other   communities   in   the   county,   like   
Stark,   Erie,   Galesburg,   Thayer,   and   St.   Paul   are   left   behind   and   forgotten.     
  

Additionally,   having   16,000   people   divided   among   three   districts   creates   confusion   for   
residents   on   who   their   representative   is.   As   a   student   at   Erie   High   School,   I   organized   several   
voter   registration   drives   for   my   fellow   students   and   school   staff.   At   these   events,   many   were   
surprised   and   confused   by   having   different   representatives   than   their   friends,   neighbors,   and   
colleagues.   The   Second   Kansas   House   District,   where   I   reside,   includes   several   communities   
that   have   little   in   common   with   each   other.   The   district   stretches   east   from   Irving   Road   in   
Neosho   County   all   the   way   to   the   Missouri   state   line.   This   vast   area   encompasses   Erie,   the   
Neosho   County   seat,   with   Frontenac,   Arma,   and   Mulberry   on   the   west   side   of   Crawford   
County.   It   is   hard   for   me   to   understand   what   Erie   has   in   common   with   Frontenac,   but   not   with   
Chanute   or   Thayer.   
  

In   closing,   keeping   counties   together   can   help   bolster   small-town   voices   that   feel   as   if   they   
are   often   forgotten.   It   can   further   help   everyday   Kansans   understand   who   represents   them.   As   
the   committees   begin   to   draw   maps   with   Census   data   I   urge   you   to   strive   to   keep   counties   and   
communities   of   interest   together   wherever   possible.     
  


