
To: Members of the House and Senate Redistricting committees 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak on behalf of my community.  

My name is Jason Probst, and I speak today not only as an elected member of the Kansas House of 

Representatives, but as a long-time resident of Hutchinson and the 102nd House District. Anyone who 

serves in government at any level should understand that our roles are temporary. Yet Hutchinson will 

be my home long after my legislative service comes to an end.  

Like many Kansas communities, Hutchinson is unique. We’re an urban center located in the heart of 

rural Kansas. As such, the communities of interest in Hutchinson have different experiences, needs, and 

behaviors than many of their rural neighbors just a few miles away.  

First, Hutchinson is home to a higher number and higher density of people of color. Though the updated 

Census data isn’t yet available, the most recent data shows that Hutchinson, and specifically the 102nd 

District is home to far more minority families than the surrounding districts. The 102nd District is 14.3 

percent Hispanic, and 5.6 percent African American. The neighboring 104th District has 5.3 percent 

Hispanic residents and 1.8 percent of its residents are African American. The 114th District is 6.3 percent 

Hispanic and 1.3 percent African American, while the 101st District is only 3 percent Hispanic and 0.2 

percent black.   

I would urge this committee to keep these communities of interest tied together as they consider the 

political boundaries that will be in place for the next 10 years. Clearly more members of the African 

American and Hispanic community reside on the south side of Hutchinson – and they undoubtedly have 

shared experiences that bind their community together. We must be diligent to keep these communities 

intact to ensure they don’t suffer disenfranchisement and retain a voice in the state government we all 

share.  

Secondly, Hutchinson is largely unified by its city’s school district Hutchinson USD 308. While 

neighboring school districts do reach slightly into our city, the bulk of the children and families in 

Hutchinson have a relationship with the Hutchinson School District, and identify as both residents of 

Hutchinson and patrons of our shared school district.  

Thirdly, while Hutchinson is tied together as a single community, it is currently carved into three districts 

– the 104th, the 114th, and the 102nd. Each of these has unique characteristics that should at a minimum 

be preserved, but ideally improved upon.  

As an example, there’s a section of Hutchinson’s Main Street – our city’s core of economic activity – that 

is divided between the 102nd District and the 114th District. Stand on the east side of Main, and you’re in 

the 102nd District; walk across the street on the West side of Main and you’re in the 114th District. Lines 

must be drawn somewhere, but it seems unreasonable to divide something as central and connecting as 

a community’s Main Street.  

Further, those urban Hutchinson precincts within the 114th District effectively have their voices and their 

votes diluted by the overwhelming majority of rural voters in the 114th, whose experiences are quite 

different from those who live within a much more densely populated, and diverse, city of Hutchinson.  



It’s also important to point out that Hutchinson is home to a higher density of those with a physical or 

intellectual disability than rural communities. Additionally, those organizations that serve this 

community are primarily located in Hutchinson, and they too are part of a shared community. We must 

be mindful of the unique challenges these individuals face in their daily lives, and work to keep them 

unified around their shared experiences.  

Lastly, within Hutchinson there are wildly different economic realities. The median income in the 104th 

District is $59,800, and in the 114th it is $49,000. Meanwhile, the median income in the 102nd District is 

$37,800. Those of us who have called Hutchinson home for a while innately understand this has been 

true for generations – and that there are natural socio-economic boundaries in town – including 17th 

Avenue, which roughly serves as the boundary between the 102nd and the 104th District.  

Another good measure to illustrate this point is the ranking and percentage of households that receive 

food assistance. The 102nd District ranks 7th in Kansas house districts with 21.3 percent of families 

requiring food assistance. Neighboring districts have drastically different realities – the 104th district 

ranks 75 out of 125 districts, with 7.1 percent of households with food assistance; the 114th district is 

40th with 11.2 percent; and the 101st is 103rd, at 3.8 percent.  

There is ample statistical data and public reporting about the economic differences between those to 

the north of 17th and households south of 17th Avenue. Those members of our community who are 

afflicted by low wages and poverty have distinctly different realities than some of their neighbors. They, 

too, share a community, and their voice must also be protected. To craft a district that mixes higher 

earning families with those whose incomes are near or below the federal poverty level blends together 

two groups that have little in common. In fact, a few years ago, the local newspaper produced a story 

showing that residents in lower income communities have up to a 13-year lower life expectancy than 

their counterparts in other parts of the city. It’s important for this committee to keep this in mind when 

considering new political boundaries. Blending these very different families serves to further dilute the 

political influence of those with meager means.  

I’ll close with a frank acknowledgement of the fundamental faults in our process. On its face, the idea of 

legislators ultimately deciding how these lines are drawn seems problematic and ripe for abuse. As a 

resident of Hutchinson, I can speak objectively about the dynamics within our community. But as a 

legislator – each of us has a vested and personal interest in how these lines are set for the next 10 years. 

As others have mentioned throughout this tour, I’d encourage us to relinquish our power on this matter 

and willingly give this to an impartial body to decide. I don’t expect that we will, and absent that, I feel 

it’s important to publicly recognize that each of us carries a self-interest bias in this process, and that 

Kansas would be best served by taking every stop possible to remove that barrier to fair and impartial 

political boundaries based on nothing but population, geography, and communities of interest. 

 

Sincerely,  

Jason Probst  

Hutchinson, Kansas  


