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Written-only Testimony for Wednesday, August 11, 2021 in Wichita

From: Ellen Bertels

To: The Joint House and Senate Committees on Redistricting
Re: Fair & Equitable Representation in Kansas

Chairman and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to supply testimony in support of transparent and fair redistricting.

I am asking that this committee use the testimony gathered at this town hall only as a
preliminary forum to discuss redistricting issues, and that the committee host additional town
halls after census data has been released.

I very much welcome the opportunity to be heard at this town hall about Kansas' redistricting
efforts. For the last four years, I've volunteered as an advocate for fair and free franchise for all
Kansans. I was a poll watcher in the 2020 election; through internships, I helped with provide
other states with legal research on how to respond to the pandemic-driven census delay; I've
volunteered at many voter registration drives. I did all of this because, as a life-long Kansan, I
care about upholding democracy for all Kansans, regardless of where they're from or who they
are.

Even after researching Kansas' population, my community's makeup, and the history of
congressional districts in Kansas, though, I find it difficult to provide educated feedback at this
town hall because I don't know anything about Kansas' census results. And I know that no one
in the room with me at the town hall-- neither the committee members, nor the other concerned
Wichita residents-- will have any more information than I do. We can't have a productive
conversation about districting in Kansas until the census data is made public, and both the
public and the committee itself have time to consider it thoroughly. I want what is best for
Kansas and what it best for my neighbors in Wichita. I ask, for this reason, that the committee
provide additional town halls after the census data has been delivered. I ask that the committee
give the public enough time to review and understand the census data before hosting the next
round of town halls, and that the committee give the public more than 10 days' notice to provide
commentary. Finally, I encourage the committee to make these events as accessible as
possible-- by placing them in large, centrally-located buildings; by making them simultaneously
available for people to watch online; by providing at least 2 weeks' time between announcing the
locations and the deadline for testimony; by hosting them in large event halls where visitors can
socially distance; and by requiring masks, so all can feel safe and protected while providing their
testimony. These additional steps are necessary to ensure that Kansans can provide informed
feedback about redistricting decisions.



Wednesday, August 11, 2021 in Wichita
Ellen Bertels

Page 2/2

The Kansas City Metro is currently whole within Kansas’ Third congressional district and should
remain in a single district as residents have shared interests in representation.

Thank you again for your time and attention in this matter.

Respectfully,

Ellen Bertels

2204 E Douglas Ave Apt 202
Wichita, KS 67214
9135492845
ellencbertels@gmail.com


