
Testimony on Redistricting, August 10, 2021 from Gretchen Eick 

The responsibility for redistricting in Kansas is assigned to the state legislature. New boundaries are 

to be based on the census data to be released August 16. New boundaries will be drawn for the  4 

districts that elect Kansas’ four members of US Congress, the 40 districts that elect Kansas’ state 

senators, and the 125 districts that elect Kansas’ house members. Your committee is taking the lead 

in redistricting for the Kansas legislature, but the governor has the right to veto a redistricting plan.  

I asked to speak because I fear your committee may gerrymander the districts to advantage the 

Republican Party and disadvantage LatinX, Black, White-urban, LGBTQ+ voters. Gerrymandering has 

been prohibited by the US Supreme Court since 1961. Federal law requires districts to have nearly 

equal populations (5% +/-) and prohibits new boundaries from discriminating against voters 

on the basis of race or ethnicity. Where the boundaries of these districts run can greatly affect the 

power of your vote if you are LatinX, Black, White, Indigenous, Asian, or LGBTQ+. The urban 

areas where most of these voters live in Kansas are where the population has increased since 2010. 

Since 2010 Kansas has gained 84,762 people. Rural, mostly white, Kansas continues to lose 

population. If  you draw the boundary lines of districts to divide communities of interest—areas 

where specific ethnic/religious/age groups live—you are gerrymandering. If Republican legislators 

advantage their party for the next decade of elections by gerrymandering--splitting up areas where 

the population forms a community of similar racial/ethnic interests and reassigning some people in 

those areas to districts predominantly white and Republican--that would reduce the power of their 

vote and violate their Constitutional right to vote. 

The US Constitution is silent on redistricting, but it is not silent on reducing the right to vote for 

people according to their race, color, or ethnicity. Section 1 of the Fifteenth Amendment to the 

US Constitution prohibits the federal government and each state from denying a citizen the right 

to vote based on that citizen's "race, color, or previous condition of servitude."   

Most US states (forty-two of our fifty states) require state legislative districts to accommodate 

political boundaries, i.e., to keep people of a city, county, or town in the same district. If the Kansas 

legislature tries this strategy of dividing districts where people of color and or immigrant populations 

reside, they will not only violate the US Constitution. They will also set Kansas up for an 

extended and expensive court battle. Remember what happened after the 2010 census? The 

Kansas legislature did not finish redrawing the lines before their session ended—which was their 

legal deadline. For the first time in history the federal courts had to draw new district boundaries for 

Kansas. 

Do not gerrymander. The US Supreme Court ruled in Miller v. Johnson (1995) that racial 

gerrymandering is a violation of constitutional rights. While the Court later ruled that 

gerrymandering to help a particular party is not for the federal courts to decide, the Court 

continues to ban gerrymandering that diminishes the power of racial/ethnic groups. Respect the 

tradition of recognizing. Take care to honor the US Constitution’s protection of voting rights for 

all. 
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