
August 10, 2021 

Dear KLRD, My name is Catherine Wooster. I am a registered Democrat living in Overland Park 

(OP), and my contact information is cawooster@me.com and 913-551-7425. I am submitting 

testimony for the redistricting hearing held on Thursday, August 12, 2021 from 1:45-3:00pm, at Matt 

Ross Center, 8101 Marty Street, Overland Park, KS. This testimony is “written-only”. 

I appreciate being able to provide written testimony on the important issue of redistricting in 

Kansas. Since redistricting occurs once every 10 years, the technology available can be quite 

different than when the previous redistricting exercise occurred. In his thesis, Gareth A. Whaley 

(April 2019) showed that Ohio’s congressional districts were highly gerrymandered. His solution 

was to use a computer-based program. Although it is a subjective way to draw boundaries, he 

discovered that there may be tradeoffs with compactness and fairness. Some human input may 

need to be a part of the process but starting with computer software that is currently available 

and constantly improved, is necessary to restore faith in our congressional representation. 

Partisan gerrymandering needs to be eliminated.  

Further, I was disappointed that the Legislative Redistricting Committees released the 'Listening 

Tour' on such short notice. I was also concerned the ‘Listening Tour’ is being held prior to the 

Census Bureau’s release of the detailed population counts that are needed to draw new districts. 

There is ample opportunity and time for Kansas to wait and review the updated Census Bureau’s 

detailed population counts. Also, there is ample time to research and ultimately utilize the 

available redistricting software programs. Although I have not researched the options, I would 

encourage the Kansas Legislative teams to review the available software options and select an 

appropriate and comprehensive version. Our faith in Democracy and our electoral system stems 

from our faith in our process. Fairness needs to be central to the representation that we send to 

our legislative branches of our state and our federal government. The shapes of congressional 

districts will tell us a lot about the process and how unbiased it is. Gerrymandering needs to be 

eliminated so that future processes will remain fair. Utilizing software that is unbiased will make 

it more difficult for districts to be gerrymandered. This is important for both parties and all 

citizens to restore the faith in the system, now and into the future. 

 

Please let me know if you need additional information.  

Thank you, 

Catherine Wooster 
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