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Written-only Testimony for Thursday, August 12, 2021 in Overland Park

From: Laura Kirkpatrick

To: The Joint House and Senate Committees on Redistricting
Re: Fair & Equitable Representation in Kansas

Chairman and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to supply testimony in support of transparent and fair redistricting.

I am asking that the borders of the 3rd congressional district remain the same as they are today.
The counties of Johnson and Wyandotte are part of one large metro community of interest that
should have the same representation in Washington D.C.

Johnson and Wyandotte counties are all part of one big metro community. Members of our
community share roads and amenities, have similar experiences, and have many of the same
concerns. As such, we should continue to share the same representation in Washington D.C.

Additionally, I’ve seen the video of former Senate President Susan Wagle attempting to
gerrymander new maps to ensure Republicans have control of the legislature for the next 10
years.   THAT IS REPREHENSIBLE.  I’m very aware of how other states have gerrymandered
their maps to keep one political party in office and I don't want that to occur in KS.   I am asking
for fair and non-partisan maps.

I urge the committee to hold additional town halls after census data is available and Kansans
can review that data and offer input. I would encourage that those meetings be accessible,
available online, and announced with enough time to foster engagement.

Current Congressional and Legislative maps were created by the courts and should, as
possible, be altered as little as necessary to fulfill reapportionment shifts.

Please do not gerrymander the districts.  I'm tired of the awfulness of politicians.  Let the voters
decide which politicians are in office.  Please don't let the crooked politicians that are currently
serving decide who will be in office the next 10 years.

Respectfully,

Laura Kirkpatrick

10015 Howe Drive
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