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Written-only Testimony for Thursday, August 12, 2021 in Kansas City

From: Rob Santel
Director of Housing Solutions
Cross-Lines Community Outreach

To: The Joint House and Senate Committees on Redistricting
Re: Fair & Equitable Representation in Kansas

Chairman and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to supply testimony in support of transparent and fair redistricting.

I have lived in Kansas for more than 10 years, all of which has been in the metro KC region. I
am asking that Johnson and Wyandotte counties remain entact as a part of the Third District.

As observed by the Federal Court in its ruling creating the 2012 legislative and congressional
districts for Kansas, “The Court agrees with all of the recommended plans [presented by parties
in the case] that the entirety of Johnson and Wyandotte Counties should be included in the Third
District. Those counties have formed the core of the Third District for decades, and as the Court
concluded in O’Sullivan, they should be placed in the same district because they “represent the
Kansas portion of greater Kansas City, a major socio-economic unit,” and the counties’
economic, political and cultural ties are significantly greater than their differences. O’Sullivan,
540 F. Supp. at 1204. The Court also agrees with O’Sullivan that Wyandotte County should be
placed in a single district so that the voting power of its large minority population may not be
diluted. See id.” (Essex at p. 22). The Court also stated that “The Court’s plan [placing Johnson
and Wyandotte counties in the same congressional district] maintains the voting strength of the
minority population in Wyandotte County. The parties have not identified other possible issues
concerning race or ethnicity. The Court’s plan most effectively furthers state goals of creating
compact and contiguous districts, preserving existing districts, maintaining county and municipal
boundaries and grouping together communities of interest. See O’Sullivan, 540 F. Supp. at
1203.” (Essex at p. 26).

Without detailed 2020 Census data, I cannot make suggestions about the composition of fair
districts at this time. No one, including yourselves, has had an opportunity to see detailed
Census results and identify what changes are required to maintain equality of population in our
districts. I urge the committee to hold additional town halls after census data is available and
Kansans can review that data and offer input. I would encourage that those meetings be
accessible, available online, and announced with enough time to foster engagement.

Current Congressional and Legislative maps were created by the courts and should, as
possible, be altered as little as necessary to fulfill reapportionment shifts. The Kansas City Metro
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is currently whole within Kansas’ Third congressional district and should remain in a single
district as residents have shared interests in representation.

Equity is vital when considering redrawing congresional distcits. For this reason I ask that
Johnson and Wyandotte counties remain part of the Third District.

Respectfully,

Rob Santel
Director of Housing Solutions  Cross-Lines Community Outreach
736 Shawnee Ave
Kansas City, KS 66105
913-281-3388
rob@cross-lines.org


