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Written-only Testimony for Thursday, August 12, 2021 in Overland Park

From: Linda Seiner

To: The Joint House and Senate Committees on Redistricting
Re: Fair & Equitable Representation in Kansas

Chairman and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to supply testimony in support of transparent and fair redistricting.

KS  - I am asking for fair maps and a transparent process.

Those of us in Johnson and Wyandotte counties are all part of one big metro community.
Members of our community share roads and amenities, have similar experiences, and have
many of the same concerns. As such, we should continue to share the same representation in
Washington D.C.

I understand, that computers can redraw legislative maps with the precision of a surgeon's
instrument, excising the exact proportion of voters on a street or neighborhood, that can tip the
scale in an election to the party in power and effectively nullifying the majority vote across the
district. In my opinion, this is neither fair or a representation of the intent of the voters.

I also want to note that I’ve seen the video of former Senate President Susan Wagle explaining
how the new maps can be drawn in a way that would make it impossible for a member of the
opposing political party to win a congressional seat for the next 10 years. I’m very aware of how
other states have gerrymandered their maps to keep one political party in office and I’ve always
been relieved that we have pretty fair maps in Kansas. If the counties in the 3rd district are
broken up and placed in other districts where the constituents don’t share similar experiences
and concerns, voters will know this was a partisan process. Above all, I am asking for fair maps
and a transparent process.

Those of us in Johnson and Wyandotte counties are all part of one big metro community.
Members of our community share roads and amenities, have similar experiences, and have
many of the same concerns. As such, we should continue to share the same representation in
Washington D.C.

Please do not let gerrymandering add to the ongoing attack on safe, free and fair elections.
Voters should determine the outcome of our elections, not maps or state legislative bodies.
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Without detailed 2020 Census data, I cannot make suggestions about the composition of fair
districts at this time. No one, including yourselves, has had an opportunity to see detailed
Census results and identify what changes are required to maintain equality of population in our
districts. I urge the committee to hold additional town halls after census data is available and
Kansans can review that data and offer input. I would encourage that those meetings be
accessible, available online, and announced with enough time to foster engagement.

The Kansas City Metro is currently whole within Kansas’ Third congressional district and should
remain in a single district as residents have shared interests in representation.

Maps should NOT determine the outcome of our elections, voters should.

Respectfully,

Linda Seiner

8017 Meadow Lane
Leawood, KS 66206
9134614113
seinerlinda6@gmail.com


