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Written-only Testimony for Thursday, August 12, 2021 in Overland Park

From: Jennifer Ancell

To: The Joint House and Senate Committees on Redistricting
Re: Fair & Equitable Representation in Kansas

Chairman and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to supply testimony in support of transparent and fair redistricting.

Today, I submit testimony that requests that our we continue to include both Wynadotte and
Johnson counties in the same district for representation in Washington.

Although I am a resident of Johnson county, my spouse works for KUMC in Wyandotte county.
We cross over the county line daily for all manner of things, including work, dining out, shopping
and visiting friends.  Both counties are integral parts of the metro area and interconnected
through the social and economic factors that make us a community.  To separate these counties
in terms of representation would be inefficient. We celebrate the same sports teams, visit the
same concert events, play the same high school teams and share the same sense of belonging
to KCK.
Keeping our 3rd district largely unchanged would adhere to the guidelines and criteria set up for
redistricting, specifically making the areas involved contiguous and compact, represent
communities with shared social and cultural interests, and preserve the priority of existing
political subdivisions.  Recent comments made by some members of the KS legislature make
me concerned regarding one aspect of the criteria- specifically the guideline that mandates that
"redistricting plans will have neither the purpose nor the effect of diluting minority voting
strength."  I hope that KS will continue to draw fair lines despite comments made by to the
contrary by some in power.

Without detailed 2020 Census data, I cannot make suggestions about the composition of fair
districts at this time. No one, including yourselves, has had an opportunity to see detailed
Census results and identify what changes are required to maintain equality of population in our
districts. I urge the committee to hold additional town halls after census data is available and
Kansans can review that data and offer input. I would encourage that those meetings be
accessible, available online, and announced with enough time to foster engagement.

Current Congressional and Legislative maps were created by the courts and should, as
possible, be altered as little as necessary to fulfill reapportionment shifts. The Kansas City Metro
is currently whole within Kansas’ Third congressional district and should remain in a single
district as residents have shared interests in representation.
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Please continue to use a fair approach as you make any adjustments and help maintain integrity
in our elections and representation. Keeping district 3 intact will help provide trust in a fair
process and help us know that we will be heard in Washington.

Respectfully,

Jennifer Ancell

5715 Constance St
Shawnee, KS 66216
5073982872
ancelljen@gmail.com


