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Oral with Written Testimony for Thursday, August 12, 2021 in Overland Park

From: Leanna Barclay

To: The Joint House and Senate Committees on Redistricting
Re: Fair & Equitable Representation in Kansas

Chairman and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to supply testimony in support of transparent and fair redistricting.

My name is Leanna Barclay and I am testifying today because I want to implore this committee
to be as fair, transparent and accessible as possible. Today is a first step.

Accessibility is vitally important if Kansas citizens' voices are to be heard. At this time, the vast
majority of townhalls are scheduled during workday hours. Combine that with the very limited
notification of this meeting and you'll see that it makes attendance very difficult for working
Kansans.  I hope this committee will provide additional opportunities for both in-person and
virtual townhalls. I would suggest these meetings be well advertised and scheduled at more
accessible times.  This would give citizens adequate time to prepare testimony and make
whatever arrangements needed to attend. After all you want as much input as possible to make
fair decisions regarding redistricting.
In regards to fairness, I feel Johnson County and Wyandotte County should be provided
additional opportunities to express their concerns and wishes. After all we compose 25% of the
Kansas population but are only allotted 14% of the scheduled meetings.  I trust this imbalance
will be corrected with more townhalls in our area, especially after the Census Data has been
made available for analysis.
To guarantee transparency and fairness it is important to continue the public meeting process
into the Fall when the Census Data is known. of course, no honest plan can be made until that
information is released.
Lastly, as a resident of the City of Shawnee, I would hope that the 3rd District would remain
unchanged. This area has shared community resources and concerns and should continue to
have the same shared representation.

Without detailed 2020 Census data, I cannot make suggestions about the composition of fair
districts at this time. No one, including yourselves, has had an opportunity to see detailed
Census results and identify what changes are required to maintain equality of population in our
districts. I urge the committee to hold additional town halls after census data is available and
Kansans can review that data and offer input. I would encourage that those meetings be
accessible, available online, and announced with enough time to foster engagement.
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Current Congressional and Legislative maps were created by the courts and should, as
possible, be altered as little as necessary to fulfill reapportionment shifts. The Kansas City Metro
is currently whole within Kansas’ Third congressional district and should remain in a single
district as residents have shared interests in representation.

I want to thank the committee for the opportunity to state my concerns regarding the fairness,
transparency, and accessibility of this redistricting process. Ten years ago the courts created
non-partisan maps. I really hope this committee will do the same.

Respectfully,

Leanna Barclay

5800 Park Circle
Shawnee, Kansas 66216
913 387 7041
leannawbarclay@gmail.com


