
Holly Whitney 

♦♦♦   1805 S Clairborne Rd, Olathe, KS 66062   ♦♦♦   Tel: (913) 375-2913   ♦♦♦   Email: hwhitneykc@yahoo.com  ♦♦♦ 

 
 
August 11, 2021 
 
To Kansas Legislature Redistricting Committee: 
 
I am a United States citizen, and resident of Kansas.  However, I lived abroad in the tiny country 
of Costa Rica for 22 years, from 1981 through mid 2003.  When I left my country in 1981, I was 
an independent, politically.  President Reagan had just begun his presidency, and I believed then, 
after primarily Democrat control of the US congress for the last 50 years, that perhaps it was time 
for a change, particularly in the realm of deregulation, which Reagan strongly championed. 
 
 During those years in Costa Rica, I was amazed at the 90% participation in elections by the 
citizenry of that country, most likely because Election Day was a national holiday.  Elections 
were hotly contested, with all the attendant political intensity, scandals and controversies such 
widespread voter participation engendered.  In spite of this political intensity, however, the 
citizens of Costa Rica were united 100% with regard to the core value of EVERYONE’S Right to 
Vote in a free and fair election, accurately counted.  I once believed that my own country, the 
United States of America, was the world’s leader; a shining example of election integrity for the 
rest of the world to follow.  I no longer believe that.  In the almost 20 years since I returned to the 
country of my birth, the spectacle of ever intensifying efforts on the part of Republicans in mainly 
Republican stronghold states-including Kansas, where I reside and vote-to enact voter 
suppression laws and the increasingly extreme gerrymandering of voter districts absolutely 
horrifies me.  I am simply appalled.  I believe-very strongly-in what I thought was a core 
principle of our shared American values from the time of our country’s founding: the power of 
competition, be it in the arena of politics, business, sports, etc. to create innovation and inspire 
novel solutions to the benefit of most of us, is not all of us. 
 
Although I have no problem whatsoever with the existence of “Republican”, “Democrat” or 
“swing” states, I very definitely have a probem with those states becoming and/or remaining so 
by drowning out the very positive and even regenerative power of political competition through 
extreme gerrymandering and voter suppression laws.  Therefore, I demand that the Kansas 
legislature, as it executes the process of redistricting, follow the best practices for redistricting by 
forming contiguous and compact districts and containing nearly as practicable an equal number of 
inhabitants.  I believe the current Kansas districts conform to that criteria very well and should 
not be overly manipulated, but only minimally manipulated, once the 2020 census information is 
available for this process to move forward. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Holly Whitney 


