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Written-only Testimony for Thursday, August 12, 2021 in Overland Park

From: Susan Horst

To: The Joint House and Senate Committees on Redistricting
Re: Fair & Equitable Representation in Kansas

Chairman and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to supply testimony in support of transparent and fair redistricting.

I am requesting that the community of interest between Johnson and Wyandotte counties not be
separated into different districts to achieve political interests.

I personally experience the community of interest between Johnson and Wyandotte counties.
Our community exemplifies the concept of It Takes a Village.  Every month on the third
Wednesday my church provides and serves food to the homeless and needy.  In addition other
Johnson county churches meet the commitment to do the same on all other days of the month.
The food kitchen at the Wilhemina Gill Community Center serves one meal each and every day,
365 days a year.  Our day normally serves 250-300 people a day.  During the pandemic our day
served 600-700 sack lunches that included a hot bowl of goulash.

Additionally, the League of Women Voters of Johnson County includes Wyandotte County in
efforts to serve voters in both counties.  The LWVJoCo website includes information pertinent to
Wyandotte county as there is no League in that county. During non-Covid times the LWVJoCo
volunteers monthly at the Bob Dole Federal Courthouse in Kansas City, Kansas to register
newly naturalized citizens to provide a smooth and welcoming transition to become registered
voters.  This event typically includes around 80-90 new citizens.

My personal friends and neighbors typically invest in Wyandotte county venues by spending
time and money at WyCo sites.  They include the Kansas Speedway, the Legends shopping
district, the Monarchs baseball site and many food locations.

Without detailed 2020 Census data, I cannot make suggestions about the composition of fair
districts at this time. No one, including yourselves, has had an opportunity to see detailed
Census results and identify what changes are required to maintain equality of population in our
districts. I urge the committee to hold additional town halls after census data is available and
Kansans can review that data and offer input. I would encourage that those meetings be
accessible, available online, and announced with enough time to foster engagement.
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Current Congressional and Legislative maps were created by the courts and should, as
possible, be altered as little as necessary to fulfill reapportionment shifts. The Kansas City Metro
is currently whole within Kansas’ Third congressional district and should remain in a single
district as residents have shared interests in representation.

I witness our community shared interests in action. I am requesting that the community of
interest between Johnson and Wyandotte counties not be separated into different districts to
achieve political interests

Respectfully,

Susan Horst

5809 Constance St
Shawnee, KS 66216
913-268-2634
slhorst@swbell.net


