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Oral with written Testimony for Thursday, August 12, 2021 in Overland Park

From: Erin Woods

To: The Joint House and Senate Committees on Redistricting
Re: Fair & Equitable Representation in Kansas

Chairman and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to supply testimony in support of transparent and fair redistricting.

I am writing to request that the borders of the 3rd congressional district remain largely the same
as they are today. The counties of Johnson and Wyandotte are part of one large metro
community of interest that should have the same representation in Washington D.C.

My family lives in Northern Johnson County, but we frequently find ourselves in Wyandotte
County and Southern Johnson County. Below are some examples from our everyday life of how
the lines between Johnson County and Wyandotte County are blurred, as they are both part of
the larger community that we live in:

● My son played club soccer for 10 years. During the regular season, he practiced and
played on fields all across the two counties - from the Lone Elm fields in South Olathe to
the Wyandotte Soccer complex in Kansas City, Kansas. In the winter time he practiced
and played games at Soccer Nation in Wyandotte County. Ironically, we always loved
winter season because Soccer Nation was closer to us than most other facilities in our
own Johnson County.

● When my kids were younger, they were part of the MOKAN swim league. They were on
a team that practiced in Northern Johnson County, but often competed against the
Turner Triton Swim Team in Wyandotte County and the JCC Jets farther south in
Johnson County.

● My son also played rugby during his junior and senior years of high school. It was a
combined team with players from Shawnee Mission East High School and St. James
Academy. Both of these schools are in Johnson County, but the ruby fields are in
Wyandotte County Park.

● Here in the KC metro area, we don’t think about the counties where are sports teams are
located. They are all part of our community – the Chiefs, the Royals, and Sporting KC.
Despite the fact that we live in Johnson County and don’t have any professional sports
teams, we consider them all are own. Sporting KC is in Wyandotte County, but our
Johnson County family regularly enjoys attending these games. And, I’m not sure where
all of the Sporting KC players live, but one of the most beloved players lives two blocks
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away from us in Johnson County and we’ve seen other players at a restaurant a mile
away from our house. The players practice and play games in Wyandotte, but many of
them make their homes in and/or use amenities in Johnson County.

● In 2010, I was the contractor when we built our new home. Throughout the process
when picking out materials, I visited stores that sold windows, trim, tile, stone, brick, and
granite all over the two counties. Considering the amount of new construction in our two
counties, I can only imagine how many contractors in the area are doing the same. The
economy in Johnson County and Wyandotte county are tied together in so many ways.

● Lastly, with COVID, it became clear this past year that our two counties (and really the
entire KC metro area) had to work closely together to fight the spread of the virus.
Because our community members cross the county line often, without even realizing it, it
would have been easy for the virus to spread throughout both counties if one county
hadn’t taken proper precautions. In my case, even though I’m in Johnson County, I
volunteered at a vaccine clinic in Wyandotte County. I didn’t give a second thought to the
volunteer location; I was just doing what I could to help our collective community.

I hope sharing my personal experience in the 3rd congressional district will give you a better
understanding of how these two counties are basically interchangeable. Those of us in Johnson
and Wyandotte counties are all part of one big metro community. Members of our community
share roads, amenities, an economy, and we have similar experiences and concerns. As such,
we should continue to share the same representation in Washington D.C.

Without detailed 2020 Census data, I cannot make suggestions about the composition of fair
districts at this time. No one, including yourselves, has had an opportunity to see detailed
Census results and identify what changes are required to maintain equality of population in our
districts. I urge the committee to hold additional town halls after census data is available and
Kansans can review that data and offer input. I would encourage that those meetings be
accessible, available online, and announced with enough time to foster engagement.

Current Congressional and Legislative maps were created by the courts and should, as
possible, be altered as little as necessary to fulfill reapportionment shifts. The Kansas City Metro
is currently whole within Kansas’ Third congressional district and should remain in a single
district as residents have shared interests in representation.

I also want to note that I’ve seen the video of former Senate President Susan Wagle explaining
how the new maps can be drawn in a way that would make it impossible for a member of the
opposing political party to win a congressional seat for the next 10 years. I’m very aware of how
other states have gerrymandered their maps to keep one political party in power and I’ve always
been relieved that we have pretty fair maps in Kansas. If the counties in the 3rd district are
broken up and placed in other districts where the constituents don’t share similar experiences
and concerns, voters will know this was a partisan process. Above all, I am asking for fair maps
and a transparent process.
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Maps should NOT determine the outcome of our elections, voters should.

Respectfully,

Erin Woods
8124 Meadow Lane
Leawood, KS 66206
(913) 901-0078


