
Hello, my name is Mandy Stark Culbertson, and I live in Overland Park. I am here testifying
today on why the 2021 redistricting process needs to be fair and transparent.

Redistricting is supposed to reflect changes in population and ensure that everyone is fairly
represented. But by manipulating the lines, moving friendly voters into pockets of strength and
breaking up areas where they and their allies typically run weakest, members of the majority
party – any party – can have a big impact on who’ll represent you in the statehouse and in
Congress.  Politicians in power shouldn’t be allowed to draw voting maps that benefit
themselves.

How districts are drawn affects every political issue, from the economy to healthcare to public
education. If officials are elected from districts that don’t reflect the population, you end up with
situations where elected leaders don’t represent the people they are supposed to serve. When
politicians manipulate maps for personal or political gain, it prevents residents like me from
having our voices heard on all of these policies that affect us.

Kansas will maintain its four current congressional districts, and the congressional maps
should remain close to their current configuration, as minimal changes are needed.
Kansas City is currently whole within Kansas’ Third congressional district. It should remain
whole in a single congressional district. Districts should be as compact as possible. With
population growth in the Kansas City metro region, KS-03 can be contained wholly within
Johnson and Wyandotte County.

Kansas City, Wyandotte County, and Johnson County have been in the same congressional
district throughout the modern redistricting era, since the 1970's. Splitting them apart is a
blatant attempt to manipulate the maps and gerrymander KS-03. Purposefully breaking up
communities takes away the community’s ability to come together and advocate for important
issues. When maps are unfairly rigged, you end up seeing a legislature that represents special
interests instead of representing the people. Kansas’s third congressional district currently
represents the most racially diverse communities in the state, and those communities should be
kept in one district for fair representation.

No liberty is more fundamental than the right to freely choose our representatives through
voting. After the statements made by former Kansas Senate President Susan Wagle and other
top state GOP leaders who have been blatantly pushing for partisan gerrymandering, an open
and transparent process is necessary to help rebuild the public trust in the map-drawing
process. When elected officials manipulate voting maps to keep their own political party in
power, the result is dysfunction, polarization, mistrust, cynicism, and public policies that don’t
reflect the will of the people.

Creating fair districts starts with an open and transparent process that will help prevent
partisan gerrymandering. In order to build trust that the maps have not been unfairly
manipulated, I ask that the legislature doesn’t look at partisanship when coming up with maps.
This is an opportunity for the Kansas Legislature to be fair, be transparent and avoid losing the



trust of the people of Kansas, so I hope that you will take this testimony to heart. Thank you for
taking the time to listen to me today.


