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Written-only Testimony for Thursday, August 12, 2021 in Overland Park

From: Guy J. Gregory

To: The Joint House and Senate Committees on Redistricting
Re: Fair & Equitable Representation in Kansas

Chairman and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to supply testimony in support of transparent and fair redistricting.

I am asking that the 3rd District be left in tact since we currently have a good mix of registrations
of both parties.  I would like to see the district lines for congressional districts drawn with city or
county lines and recognizable communities.  I would also stress my strong desire for this
process to be transparent with bipartisan input and compromise. Our democracy should take
priority over party politics. Someone who represents the 3rd Congressional District should
understand and represent the growing ethnicity within our current district.  Metro areas and rural
areas have unique needs that reflect the businesses, health care needs, schools, colleges and
the labor needs of the metro area. The metro area has great diversity among people of faith that
is not better than rural areas but different.

I have served in pastoral ministry for over four decades. My experience has taught me to value
diversity and to honor each person's gifts and the unique needs of each part of Kansas.  I have
also come to believe in the importance of justice for all, a value grounded in the constitution of
the United States.

Without detailed 2020 Census data, I cannot make suggestions about the composition of fair
districts at this time. No one, including yourselves, has had an opportunity to see detailed
Census results and identify what changes are required to maintain equality of population in our
districts. I urge the committee to hold additional town halls after census data is available and
Kansans can review that data and offer input. I would encourage that those meetings be
accessible, available online, and announced with enough time to foster engagement.

Current Congressional and Legislative maps were created by the courts and should, as
possible, be altered as little as necessary to fulfill reapportionment shifts. The Kansas City Metro
is currently whole within Kansas’ Third congressional district and should remain in a single
district as residents have shared interests in representation.

In conclusion I would advocate for honoring the current boundaries of the 3rd Congressional
District. Our district has unique needs and a good mix of both parties. I would want our district to
reflect the trends of the 2020 Census, the results of which we do not have, but all indications are
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that our current district will be even more diverse. I would also hope that the boundaries of all
districts, including the metro area, be drawn with bipartisan input.  Thank you for receiving my
testimony.

Respectfully,

Guy J. Gregory

14001 WEST 92ND STREET Apartment 405
LENEXA, Kansas 66215
913-745-5659
jmdgregory@gmail.com


