
This last Fourth of July, I resolved to delve into American history in a way I 
hadn't since I finished school. One of the things I decided to do was read 
through all of the major speeches and writings of our greatest President, 
Abraham Lincoln. While it was unnerving to watch as our country marched 
steadily towards division and civil war in those days, it was comforting to 
know that we made it through in the end, in spite of even greater 
challenges than we face today. It is also comforting in a way, but 
frustrating too, to see that some things about politics haven't changed.


Among these is unending controversy over redistricting. In his speech at 
Springfield in 1858, Lincoln opens with a warning that his new party was 
fighting at a disadvantage, because the Democratic legislature refused to 
enact a reapportionment that would reflect the growing Republican 
electorate in the state. It was partly as a result of this that Lincoln 
ultimately lost his famous contest with Stephen Douglas for the US 
Senate.


We in Kansas seem to be heading inevitably into another redistricting 
conflict as well. This is not because the problem is entirely intractable. 
Some of the facts on the ground are hard to deny: for example, that the 
urban and suburban populations in Johnson and Wyandotte county have 
more in common with each other than they do with the surrounding rural 
counties, and form a clear community of interest. It is true that whatever 
map we end up with for Congressional and Legislative districts will make 
some people unhappy, but this doesn't make all possible maps equally 
fair.


Each decade, we have a duty to ensure that the people are fairly 
represented throughout our state, and that overrides the legitimate duty 
we have to our parties. I hope that everyone involved with this redistricting 
process will put country before party, and always bear in mind the 
principle in our Declaration of Independence, that governments derive 
their just powers from the consent of the governed—all of the governed, 
not just those we agree with.


I appreciate the time you have taken to read this testimony.


Chris McQueeny 
Overland Park


