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Honorable Members of the Kansas Redistricting Committees:

When one political party openly and unabashedly gerrymanders voting districts to deny voters an even-
handed election, our democracy is at great risk.  I’m referring to Susan Wagle’s 2020 speech at the 
Pachyderm Club to unseat Rep. Davids using gerrymandering.  What is happening this week, with the 
Friday afternoon dump of limited Town Halls before census data is even released, represents all that is 
wrong with our current politics.  The political manipulation of district lines devalues the vote and 
undermines the democratic process.    

I have voted in just about every election at every level since I became eligible to vote in 1973.  I have 
voted for Republicans, Democrats and Independents as well as those I considered to be the best 
candidate in non-partisan elections.  (Although we now have candidates who are openly running on 
party lines even in those elections, such as in the current Overland Park mayoral election!)  

The current openly-antidemocratic strategy being orchestrated by the Kansas Republican super-
majority to gain even more power and shut out thousands of Kansas voters is the epitome of the march 
toward total one-party control.  This applies just as well to similar tactics historically used by 
Democrats (e.g. Democrat gerrymandering in California).  We must be better than this.  
Gerrymandering to allow one party that gets a minority of the votes to win a majority of the seats is a 
clear violation of the basic principles of democracy and majority rule.  Our elected officials must guard 
our voting rights, not gerrymander them.  In a true democracy, citizens elect candidates, not the other 
way around.  We must protect each citizen’s equal right to vote and have their votes count.  The only 
way to accomplish this is redistricting using non-partisan commissions held publicly accountable, 
taking into account school districts, communities and other geographic affinities.  Any approach should
be fairly based on changes in census data and be openly subject to scrutiny by the press and the public.

You each take an oath to preserve our democracy under the Constitution.  Do not perpetuate the 
gerrymandering gamesmanship to artificially gain and maintain party power.  Exercise bi-partisan input
to assure fair and just elections.  Do the job you were elected to do!

- James Frazier


