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Dear Kansas Legislative Redistricting Committees, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments about how Kansas’ governing districts may 

be updated after new Census data comes forth.  We all understand how much our American 

governing system depends upon the integrity of our democratic processes, so we offer our 

gratitude to you for being proactive in hearing community concerns this week. 

 

Our mission at the Kansas Rural Center is to promote the health of the land and its people.  It is 

not too far of a stretch to understand that a well-functioning, democratic system that allows its 

citizens’ interests and concerns to be considered and addressed is a key element of our society.  

Without healthy civic engagement and answerable leadership, people are less likely to 

cooperatively resolve challenges that may threaten collective health or environmental problems.  

Sadly, we were reminded of this lesson the hard way throughout this pandemic.  Therefore, it is 

important to us that the Kansas Legislature do its best to put politics aside and focus on the best 

representation of all Kansans in drawing any new districts. 

 

Here are a few guidelines we hope you take into account: 

 

• To ensure that our governing system is the best it can be, we entrust you to utilize the 

greatest level of transparency, inclusivity, and data-driven analysis as possible.  

 

• Kansans in communities that share important political, cultural, and even environmental 

similarities should be situated together in compact, practical governing districts as they 

often share common goals and challenges. 

 

• New maps should be data-driven  - not politically motivated - and predominantly based 

upon numbers or trends from Census data.   

 

• As many of you already know, rural areas have unique needs and deserve their own 

representation that understands and will focus solely on rural communities.  Same can be 

said for urban and suburban areas too.  Thus, it's typically best logic to keep different 

types of communities in their own district, and/or combine similar style communities 

together when drawing maps to provide the best representation for everyone.   

 



 

 

• Cities that border each other and/or reside in the same county usually share common 

interests, so it would be best if Kansas legislative district maps reflected those existing 

governing boundaries. 

 

• When it comes to the congressional maps, Kansas will maintain its four current 

congressional districts.  Therefore, the congressional maps are not likely needing 

dramatic changes, so the current configuration should be relatively maintained.  For 

example, it wouldn’t make any sense that a city like Kansas City be drawn into the same 

Congressional district as Concordia or Colby. 

 

The Kansas Rural Center has long believed that the grassroots involvement of informed people is 

critical in directing governmental policy.  We hope these guidelines included in this public 

comment are clear and helpful to your efforts.  Furthermore, we appreciate the Legislature’s time 

and initiative in acquiring community concerns in the pursuit of fair and appropriate democratic 

representation through this important redistricting process.  All the best to you toward this end. 

 
Thank you for your consideration.  Do contact us if we can be of further help. 

Sincerely, 

 

Zack Pistora  

Interim Director of the Kansas Rural Center 

zackp@kansasruralcenter.org 

785-865-6503 
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