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2021 SENATE UTILITIES CONFEREE RULES 
 

Individuals wishing to present testimony before the Committee (whether in person, remotely, 
or written only), MUST provide a digital PDF copy of the testimony to the committee assistant 
(Sheila Wodtke, Sheila.Wodtke@senate.ks.gov) at least 24 hours in advance of the hearing (in 
effect by 1:30 p.m. on the business day before the meeting).  No hard copies are required from 
conferees until further notice. 

Conferees wishing to give testimony must let the committee assistant know 24 hours in 
advance whether they will be testifying in person, virtually or written only.  For those wishing 
to testify virtually, an invitation will be sent out by email with a link to join the meeting via 
WebEx. Conferees who have not signed into the WebEx system previously will need to 
complete a few steps that will help identify them once they join the meeting.  Computers, 
smart phones or tablets may be used.   

Testimony shall relate to the subject matter of the measure under consideration. Conferees 
testifying on unrelated subjects will be admonished and if unrelated testimony continues, the 
Chair will terminate that conferee’s testimony.  

Conferees shall address their remarks during testimony to Senators and staff only.  

No conferee shall be interrupted, except by the Chairperson, during presentation of their 
testimony.  

Conferees SHALL NOT read their testimony. Rather, testimony should be presented in a 
summary fashion. Conferees shall introduce themselves, identify on whose behalf they are 
appearing, identify whether they are a proponent, opponent or neutral on the bill and as briefly 
as possible, and state the reason for their position.  

Conferees should limit the use of acronyms. Excessive use of acronyms is confusing to members 
of the public listening in on live streaming. To the extent that it is possible, use the full name of 
the reference before using the acronym.  For example, explain that you will be using “RPS” to 
refer to” Renewable Portfolio Standards” before using the acronym in the rest of the testimony. 

Where the number of hearings and/or conferees scheduled warrant time limitation, the Chair 
may limit testimony to a specific number of minutes. The Chair reserves the right to limit 
testimony that is cumulative in nature or testimony that is, in the judgment of the Chair, not 
relevant to the matter under consideration.  

While the taking of testimony is not preceded with the formality of an oath, by appearing 
before the Committee, every conferee hereby certifies that his/her testimony is truthful, based 
upon facts that are capable of verification and offered in good faith. Conferees shall promptly 
bring to the Committee’s attention any qualifications or corrections in their testimony.  

Questioning of a conferee shall be limited to the subject matter on the agenda for the day 
unless approved by the Chairperson. If the questioning of a conferee by a committee member 

mailto:Sheila.Wodtke@senate.ks.gov


2 
 

goes beyond “reasonableness”, the Chairperson may discontinue the committee member’s 
questioning of that conferee.  

When time is separately reserved on the agenda for proponents and opponents of an issue and 
the time expires for either side, the testimony shall cease. A conferee’s time limit will be 
determined by the number of conferees and order of business. The Chair may make exceptions 
for the original sponsor of a bill, legislative staff, and state agency personnel. Conferees will be 
recognized in the order as established by the committee chair. No conferee will be allowed to 
“yield” their time to another conferee.  

There shall be no recording, audibly, photographically or otherwise, of the Committee meeting 
during any portion of the meeting unless approved in advance by the Committee Chair.  

The Chairman will make every effort to respect the time of the committee and conferees.  
Ample time for discussion of each bill will be allotted. Conferees will not be overbooked, so as 
to allow the committee time to carefully consider testimony from proponents and opponents.   

Optional: Consideration of conferees from out of town.  

Optional: Reserving (except for the Committee staff) or saving seats is not allowed in the 
Committee room. 


