
Esteemed members of the Kansas House of Representatives, I am honored to 

stand before you today, grateful for your attention to our testimony. My name is 

Steve Dennis, a lifelong Kansan, and I am joined by my wife, Jennifer Dennis, 

whom I married in 1992. Our family has resided in Lenexa, KS since our marriage, 

where we've raised three sons: Jonathan (born in 1996), William (born in 1998), 

and Steven (born in 2003). 

The reason I address you today is a heartbreaking one. On January 9th, 2022, our 

son William, after logging into a website known as Sanctioned-Suicide.net on 

December 5th, 2021, took his own life. This devastating event has prompted me 

to share the concerning details surrounding this website where young people are 

intentionally coerced and encouraged to commit suicide, and the urgent need for 

laws to be changed to help solve this problem. 

Raising children in today's world is undoubtedly challenging, especially with the 

constant inundation of negative content through various channels like TV news, 

social media, and online searches. As a parent, I have always felt the responsibility 

to shield our boys from harmful content, emphasizing the importance of 

education. Each of our sons received a robust education, including warnings about 

the dangers of negative podcasts, websites, and social media. Their schools 

consistently emphasized the significance of refraining from posting regrettable 

photos or comments online due to their permanence. We even delved into 

discussions about the dark web and its illicit activities. Despite our efforts, the 

accessibility of information on the internet made it challenging to fully protect our 

children, leading us to prioritize education. 

Following William's tragic suicide, we delved into his computer and phone, 

uncovering distressing content in his documents, files, and photos, which I have 

shared with you today. 



This content is but a small glimpse into the alarming information circulated on 

Sanctioned-suicide.net, a platform where depressed or mentally ill young people 

log in for help and instead receive knowledge and information where to purchase 

the physical means to end their YOUNG lives. Shockingly, the owners of this 

website assert full protection under Section 230 and the First Amendment, 

demonstrating no intention to assist parents in making the platform safer or 

preventing young people from succumbing to suicide during their most vulnerable 

moments. 

Let me be unequivocal – our purpose here is not to debate the First Amendment 

or the rights of terminally ill elderly individuals to make end-of-life decisions. 

Rather, we are advocating for change to protect the promising lives of children 

and young people who simply need medical attention for their mental health.   

The business model of this website mirrors that of many internet platforms – 

more clicks generates more and more revenue for the owners.   

How does a suicide website generate more traffic?  Online searches result in 1st 

page results when searching suicide forums.  Some people actually post real time 

suicides sharing how they feel minute by minute.  They also use social media 

tactics using notifications and email updates if you don’t log in each day.  When a 

person announces they are going to CTB “Catch the Bus” a callous euphemism for 

suicide they are encouraged with emoji’s and supportive comments.   December 

2021 a New York Times investigation revealed that Diego Joaquín Galante and 

Lamarcus Small who describe themselves as incels own Sanctioned-Suicide.net 

and other Incel websites (Incel, short for 'involuntary celibate', is used as a self-

descriptor by members of an online subculture who deem themselves chronically 

unable to attract romantic or sexual partners). The Incel website's business model 

preys on the vulnerabilities of young men, pushing them toward despair by urging 

them to become depressed and take their own lives.  The Sanctioned-Suicide.org 

platform facilitates this distressing path by providing explicit instructions, detailed 

information on the means and ultimately leading users to normalize suicide.   



Multiple parents of children who died by suicide after spending time on the site 

have publicly called on the forum to shut down,[1] including a Facebook group 

with over 1,000 members.[2] The moderators of the forum have since restricted 

the accounts of dead users to prevent family members or law enforcement from 

accessing them.  

How the web site operates: 

1. Log into the website and create a username and password

2. Click on the Suicide forum and get into detailed discussions of suicide methods

and encouragement to commit suicide

3. The private chats are where sociopaths provides explicit instructions on painless

self-harm and try to normalize suicide.  Don’t listen to your parents. Don’t listen to

doctors.  Medication won’t work.

4. In the live chats, the users are befriended and encouraged to "CTB" – catch the

bus

5. Users are sent links and information where to purchase Sodium Nitrite, a lethal

substance, from online retailers, conveniently shipped in 24 hours for less than

$20 to your front door.

6. Detailed instructions on how to use Sodium Nitrite for self-harm are provided,

accompanied by video demonstrations and real time CTB chat room posts to

attract more traffic.



7. Guidance on concealing all traces of involvement, including deleting all history

and communications on the website.  If we didn’t have access to William’s

computer, emails and photos we would have never known any of this information.

Sanctioned Suicide has been around since 2018, but prior to that there were other 

sites like it.  In December 2021, it was reported that Sanctioned-Suicide.net draws 

6 million page views a month, on average - quadruple that of the National Suicide 

Prevention Lifeline, according to data from Similiarweb, a web analytics company.  

In September 2022, according to the analytics firm Similarweb, the site drew 

nearly 10 million views per month and according to an informal survey conducted 

on the site, half of the forum's userbase were 25 or younger.  As of October 2023, 

according to Angus Crawford and Tony Smith of BBC News, the forum has over 

40,000 members. 

The urgency of my plea lies in the fact that this website, under the guise of the 

First Amendment, continues to exploit vulnerable individuals on a very large scale. 

We implore your support for House Bill 2676, a vital step in protecting the citizens 

of Kansas from the harmful influence of such websites. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Steve Dennis 


















