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THE KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Division of Water Resources

The Division of Water Resources (DWR) administers 30 laws and responsibilities including:
= The Kansas Water Appropriation Act which governs how water is allocated and used.
= Statutes regulating the construction of dams, levees and other changes to streams.
= The state's four interstate river compacts.

DWR also coordinates the National Flood Insurance Program in Kansas.

The Division fulfills and upholds statutory and regulatory obligations fairly,
transparently, efficiently and effectively.
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KDA - DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES

e Progam T stwe

Water Appropriation Water appropriation act, 1945

Groundwater management district act, 1972
Water plan storage act, 1974

Water transfer act, 1983

Water assurance program act, 1986

Water banking act, 2001

Water Management Services Republican River Compact, 1943
Kansas-Colorado Arkansas River Compact, 1949
Kansas-Oklahoma Arkansas River Compact, 1966
Kansas-Nebraska Big Blue River Compact, 1971
Water Structures Levee Law, 1929

Obstruction in Streams, 1929

Watershed District Act, 1953

Floodplain Zoning, 1991
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KDA - DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES

Permanent Water Right Numbers:
« 34,025 water rights
41,006 points of diversion

* 10,508 water use correspondents

2021 Water Use

 Total Water Use: 5,789,866 acre-feet

« Consumptive Water Use: 3,743,128 acre-feet
* Irrigation Water Use: 3,121,872 acre-feet
 Irrigated Acres: 3,146,601 acres

Kansas

Department of Agriculture




2020 Reported Water Use for Kansas Counties

GSMG RFG €

° RA DC
S o
- N

Use Made of Water

[ lindustrial -Municipal
\:] Irrigation I:IRecreation
-Stockwater

NT
GH

OB MC

S v o

e ©

MS

WS

CD

S

oT

-

SA

Seward: 176,568 AF

Barton (BT): 48,080 AF
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Features on this map represent
conditions as of the date of the map and
are subject to change. The user is referred 0 25 50
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Uses of water for artificial recharge, contamination
remediation, dewatering, domestic, fire protection,
hydraulic dredging, sediment storage, thermal
exchange and water power are not shown on the charts.
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Kansas Water Right Development:
Points of Diversion in 1940
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Estimated Usable Lifetime for the Kansas High Plains Aquifer (based on groundwater trends
from 2010-2012 to 2019-2021 and the minimum saturated thickness required to support
well yields at 200 gpm under 90 day of pumping scenario with 200 gpm wells on 1/4 sections)
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KDA - DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES

Flexibility and Conservation Tools

= Local Enhanced Management Area (LEMA)
= Sheridan 6, Greater GMD 4, Wichita County, Four County (Hearing Feb 2)

= Water Conservation Area (WCA)
= 53 plans (Wichita WCA which has 26 individual plans not included in the 53)

covering 86,625 acres designed to save 11,951 acre-feet per year from recent

historical use. =
i Sz

= Multi-Year Flex Account (MYFA) O )
= Allows groundwater users in certain areas to have a 5-year allocation, exceed N

their annual appropriation, but limits overall use.

Kansas

Department of Agriculture

12



KDA - DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES
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KDA - DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES

Departure from Normal for 2022
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KDA - DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES

Over Pumping - Using more than authorized by water right in a given year

Penalty Category Severity Level A Severity Level B Severity Level C
< 24 Hours Over 24-72 Hours Over > 72 Hours Over

Written notice of $1,000/day and reduction
(no prior offense) noncompliance of 2 times over pumped
2 $1,000/day and reduction of  $1,000/day and one-year
(1 prior offense) 2 times over pumped suspension
3 $1,000/day and one-year $1,000/day and three-
(2 prior offenses) suspension year suspension
4 $1,000/day and three-year $1,000/day and four-year
(>2 prior offenses) suspension suspension

2021 water use year

= 147 Over pump orders issued

= 2,720 acre-feet over authorized total
= $463,750 fine collected

Kansas

Department of Agriculture
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KDA - DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES
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KDA - DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES

Interstate Water Compacts

Nebraska

Colorado

Kansas-Oklahoma
Arkansas River Compact

Oklahoma

17

= Compliance with all compacts and
historically good relationships with
our neighboring states.

= Meeting regularly with Colorado
and Nebraska on Republican River
compact issues.

= Working with Colorado on
Arkansas River water quality.




KDA - DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES

Dam Safety

= 6,736 National Inventory of

Dams - January 2023
= 2,596 state regulated dams
= 332 high hazard dams

= 184 significant hazard dams

18
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KDA - DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES

Hot Topics

= Wichita Aquifer Storage and Recovery Permits
= District court case

= Hays - R9 Transfer
= Kansas Supreme Court

=  Water Transfer Panel

= Rattlesnake Creek/Quivira O
\)
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THANK YOU

EARL LEWIS

Chief Engineer
Earl.Lewis@ks.gov

Kansas Department of Agriculture - Division of Water Resources
www.agriculture.ks.gov/DWR

January 19, 2023
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