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he said.
“It’s tough when the wind blows 

from the north and the next day it 
blows from the south,” said Com-
missioner Edwin Splichal.

“And the drifts get much harder 
to move the second, third or fourth 
times,” added Robbins.

County Commissioner Doug 
Garman said while there were com-
plaints about the county’s snow re-
moval efforts, he said he also heard 
from many residents who were 
grateful for the extra efforts of the 
highway department employees.

The county highway department 
is responsible for 1,272 miles of 
road: 84 miles of asphalt and con-
crete; 701 miles of gravel/rock; and 

487 miles of dirt roads. Republic 
County contains 720 square miles.

Robbins notes that the national 
average for road maintenance costs 
per mile per year is $8,000. Repub-
lic County, with a $3.6 million oper-
ating budget, performs this service 
for less than $3,000 per mile.  

Robbins noted that the depart-
ment’s mechanics traveled to dif-
ferent locations to help keep equip-
ment operating.  

“Our mechanics have done an 
amazing job of keeping up with our 
needs during this weather event,” he 
said.

As of Monday two motor graders 
are out of service for repairs.

Weather forecasts call for rain 
mid-week, and temperatures in the 
30s and 40s for the next 10 days.

Property Fraud Alert 
Is A Free Service

Weather Challenges Road Crews

NEK-CAP, Inc., multi-county 
board of directors has an open seat 
for a Private Sector representative. 

Private sector representatives 
are selected from a broad array 
of community interests, including 
private welfare; business; industry; 
labor; faith-based; law enforcement; 
education; or other interested private 
organizations. 

The representative must be 18 
years of age or older; live and/or work 
within the NEK-CAP, Inc. service 
area; cannot have been employed by 
the agency in the past 24 months; 

and cannot be related to a current 
employee, another Board member, 
or the Executive Director. The term 
of office will fill partial 2024 term, 
followed by a full 3-year term, begin-
ning January 2025. 

Deadline is March 14, 2024 by 
1:00pm. 

For more information contact 
Jeanette Collier, Executive Director 
at 785-741-2183 or jcollier@nekcap.
org or Cathy Clark, Administrative 
Assistant at 785-742-2222 x 111 or 
cclark@nekcap.org.

Group Seeks Board Member 

US81 One Step Closer To Being
Renamed For Former Publisher

STEEL,
ALUMINUM,
AND MORE!

Contact Henry Grijalva
785.527.2378  | bestwest@bestifor.com
6:00 AM – 4:30 PM Monday-Friday
1190 100 Road, Scandia, Kansas 66966

Steel and Aluminum sales

Irrigation Components,
Replacement Parts, Repairs

Filed Service – two mobile
units for in-field repairs

Custom Fabrication
CAD and CNC Work

Aluminum and Stainless Welding

4.88% APY*
7 Month CD

1211 28th St, Belleville, KS 66935 · (785) 527-2772

· *4.88% annual percentage yield (APY)
· APY accurate as of August 30, 2023

· Automatically renews into 6 month CD
· $5,000 minimum deposit
· Early withdrawal penalty

Cash Grain Prices

Wheat: $5.79
Corn: $4.11

Milo: $4.48
Soybeans: $11.56

* At Belleville

Sponsored by:

One Step Closer
 Efforts to change a portion of US Highway 81 are moving forward as 

Senator Elaine Bowers introduced a bill last week to rename a portion of 
the road, the Merle Miller Memorial Highway, for the road advocate and 
former Telescope publisher.

     -Contributed Photo

         

“We’re definitely getting closer.”
Kansas state senator Elaine Bow-

ers told The Belleville Telescope 
over the weekend that efforts to re-
name a portion of US Highway 81 in 
honor of former Telescope Publisher 
Merle Miller were well on their way. 

Bowers said she introduced a bill 
to the Senate Transportation Com-
mittee last week that would give a 
long overdue honor to the longtime 
highway supporter. 

SB357 calls for:
“A portion of  United States High-

way 81 where it enters the state on the 
Kansas-Nebraska line, then south on 
United State Highway 81indicate the 
highway is the Merle Miller Memorial 
Highway.”

“This is a long overdue honor,” Sen-
ator Bowers said. “I knew Merle from 
my days at the Concordia Chamber 
of Commerce, and no one promoted 
US8, and what it could be, like Merle 
did.”

Current Telescope Publisher 
Fred Arnold has been working with 

Bowers since prior to the start of the 
COVID pandemic to get a portion of 
US81 renamed for Miler.

“He worked tirelessly travelling 
all across the country, seeing who 
he needed to see and talking to who 
he needed to talk to in order to get a 
four-lane project done,” Arnold said. 
“He was tireless with his optimism 
and promotion of what a four-lane 
would mean. Even when the rest of 
us couldn’t see his vision, Merle kept 
talking until you did see it.”

Arnold said he would be travelling 
to the state capitol to testify on be-
half of SB357 in the coming weeks. 
Senator Bowers said the hearing 
could be scheduled for as early as 
next week after which a vote would 
likely be scheduled.

“I think we’ve got some very good 
traction on this,” the senator said. 
“And I’m hopeful that we will have 
some very good news for the people of 
Belleville and North Central Kan-
sas as well as the Miller family very 
soon.”

The Property Fraud 
Alert is a free service 
offered by the Repub-
lic County Register of 
Deeds office.

To register, go to the 
Register of Deeds page 
on the Republic County 
website (republiccounty.
org).  From the ROD 
page, link to the PFA 
service site and get 
signed up for notices.  
Notices will arrive via 
phone or text message 
whenever there is any 
activity in the deeds’ 
office against a person’s 
property.

There are currently 
about 100 people in the 
county registered for 
fraud alerts, said Reg-

ister of Deeds Sandee 
Swanson.

“Property fraud is one 
of the fastest-growing 
white-collar crimes and 
is constantly changing in 
tactic and presentation,” 
she said.  “The threat 
of mortgage fraud and 
identity theft crimes 
continue to rise, and all 
too often victims of these 
types of fraudulent activ-
ities are unaware their 
homes or identity have 
been stolen.”

Swanso said while 
Property Fraud Alert 
does not prevent fraud 
from happening, it 
provides an early warn-
ing system for property 
owners to take appro-

priate actions should 
they determine possible 
fraudulent activity has 
taken place.

According to the FBI’s 
2022 Internet Crime 
Report, 11,727 individu-
als in the US racked up 
real estate losses of $350 
million due to fraud.

“While this is still 
a tiny percentage of 
the roughly 87 million 
homes owned in the US, 
home title theft is on the 
rise and the industry 
should take notice,” she 
said.

Hospital Spends $12 
Million In County

By Deb Hadachek
Telescope News

Of the $20 million in 
expenditures by Re-
public County Hospital 
in FY2023, nearly $12 
million was spent within 
the county.

“Studies show that 
money turns over at 
least two times,” com-
mented CEO Dan Kelly.

The lion’s share of the 
expenditures is for sala-
ries and benefits for em-
ployees.  Of the hospital’s 
184 full and parttime 
staff members, 128 live 
in Republic County; 30 
in Cloud County; and 16 
in Washington County.  
The remainder are resi-
dents of Jewell, Mitchell 
and Nebraska counties.

The hospital spent an-
other $1 million locally 
for items like utilities, 
contract labor, advertis-
ing and supplies, said 
Barry Bottger, CFO.

According to a recent 
study by Kansas State 
University “(There are)  
ripple effects of having 
health care providers 
working and living 
locally in the county. 
These employees will 
need services from other 
economic sectors: restau-
rants, gas stations and 
the like. 

“Using a contribution 
factor, we calculate that 
the hospital industry in 
Republic County, with 
its 148 current hospital 
jobs (fulltime in 2021), 

supports nearly 45 ad-
ditional jobs outside of 
health care. Similarly, 
the $8 million in hospital 
employee income produc-
es another almost $1.3 
million in income from 
additional jobs within 
the county. 

“In fact, the hospital 
industry in Republic 
County has the largest 
contribution multiplier 
of all health care in-
dustries. That implies 
employees in the hospital 
have the greatest impact 
on “producing” outside 
jobs. Naturally as the 
number of jobs increases, 
so does the total income 
and sales tax revenue in 
the county.”

Bottger said bad debts 
increased from the prior 
year from $319,000 to 
$544,000.  Charity care 
decreased from $159,000 
to $93,000.

During the board’s 
annual meeting January 
22, Kelly noted that out-
patient speciality clinic 
visits between October 
and December numbered 
850.  That included 130 
cardiology clinic visits; 
155 orthopedic visits; 
117 outpatient surgeries; 
50 neurosurgery clinic 
visits; 65 pain manage-
ment; 107 in rheumatol-
ogy; 93 in urology; 44 
wound care; 29 ophthal-
mology; 37 ENT and 23 
electrodiagnostics.

Rebecca Brown, Chief 
Nursing Officer, said 
there have been three 

births so far in January.
During the meeting, 

the board extended 
special recognition to the 
Engineering Department 
for their work to resolve 
problems with the heat-
ing system during the 
recent cold snap, as well 
as the construction and 
maintenance projects 
they accomplish at the 
hospital throughout the 
year.  Department man-
ager Jesse Payeur, Wes 
Freeman and Bren Conn 
represented the depart-
ment at the meeting.

Brown said during 
the height of the storm, 
members of the nursing 
staff stayed at the hos-
pital or in town, or came 
in extra, to be able to fill  
shifts.

Kelly and Blackwell 
updated the board on 
final steps necessary to 
establish the Provider 
Based Rural Health 
Clinic with Belleville 
Medical Clinic.

Kelly said the hospital 
is still waiting for Fire 
Marshall approval of 
the plans for the new 
trauma unit before the 
project can proceed.

Brent Martin, COO, 
said the hospital expects 
to employ six students 
through the Nex-Gen-
eration program funded 
through the Dane Han-
sen Foundation.  The 
program helps introduce 
students to career op-
portunities in their local 
communities.


