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February 6, 2023

To: Senate Committee on Utilities

From: Lindsay Archer, Research Analyst

Re: Right of First Refusal for Transmission Lines – A Look at Other States

The following table provides information on right of first refusal (ROFR) legislation and 
statutes in other states. Of the states researched, ten states have ROFR laws with seven (Iowa, 
Montana,  Nebraska,  North  Dakota,  Oklahoma,  South  Dakota,  and  Texas)  of  those  in  the 
Southwest Power Pool. Two states currently have ROFR legislation pending: Oklahoma’s SB 
498 would strengthen the existing ROFR statute, and Indiana’s HB 1420.

State Bill/Statute Date RTO/ISO Note
Texas SB 1938 03/05/19 SPP/ERCOT/

MISO
Oklahoma HB 1932 05/29/13 SPP 300 kV and below in 2013 HB 1932;

Current bill: SB 498 to strengthen

Nebraska HB 388 04/24/13 SPP
South Dakota SB 132 03/10/11 SPP/MISO

North Dakota HB 1382 04/08/15 SPP/MISO
Montana HB 297 03/20/17 SPP/MISO

Iowa HF 2643; 
Sec. 478.16

06/30/20 SPP/MISO

Arkansas SPP/MISO

Missouri SPP/MISO HB 1811 and SB 1003 introduced in 
2022 did not pass

Louisiana SPP/MISO

New Mexico SPP
Wyoming SPP

Minnesota SF 1815 04/18/12 MISO/SPP
Indiana IC 8-1-38 MISO/PJM Current bill: HB 1420
Wisconsin MISO SB 838 was introduced in 2021 did 

not pass
Michigan SB 103 Effective: 

12/17/2021
MISO/PJM

Alabama Ala. Code Sec. 
37-4-150(e)

05/05/15 N/A

https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=SB1938
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/alison/codeofalabama/1975/coatoc.htm
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/alison/codeofalabama/1975/coatoc.htm
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(ansrcgbvpkhu4zgk0tbcdh0e))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=2021-SB-0103
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2021/proposals/sb838
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2023/bills/house/1420
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2021/ic/titles/008#8-1-1
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=Senate&f=SF1815&ssn=0&y=2012
https://www.senate.mo.gov/22info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=72259759
https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB1811&year=2022&code=R
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/2023/478.16.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=88&ba=hf2643
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20171&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&P_BILL_NO=297&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/64-2015/regular/bill-overview/bo1382.html?bill_year=2015&bill_number=1382
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/2741
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=18236
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=SB498&Session=2300
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=HB1932&Session=1300
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=HB1932&Session=1300

