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Robin Jennison, Secretary Sam Brownback, Governor

Testimony on SB 314 relating to Senior Exemptions for Hunting/Fishing Licenses
To
The House Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources

By Robin Jennison
Secretary
Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism

March 20, 2012

SB 314 seeks to repeal exemptions for Kansas residents 65 and older for the purchase of hunting and
fishing licenses. The bill would be effective January 1, 2013. The Department supports the provisions
contained in the bill as amended by the Senate.

As we discuss the issue of requiring hunting and fishing licenses for sportsmen and women age 65
and older, it is important to remember two things. First, we are talking about $11.50 for either annual license
up to the age of 74. Seniors, 75 and over, would be exempt from license purchase. An additional option for
seniors would be a lifetime combination hunting and fishing pass that KDWPT has committed to be priced at
$40.00 Second, this bill is not about taking anything away from our seniors but it is instead about passing on
our outdoor traditions to our children and grandchildren.

This is a timely issue resulting from two converging developments: the baby boomer generation, who
are more likely to hunt and fish than other generations, has started to retire and we are living longer. With
this fast increasing portion of our outdoor enthusiasts not paying license fees, an adjustment is overdue.

The exemption age for hunters and anglers was 70 years old until 1971, when the legislature reduced
the age to 65. In 1971, the life expectancy was 71 years; today average life expectancy is 78.5 years. And if
we reach age 65, we are expected to live another 19.2 years. As such, there might be an age where we should
not require hunting and fishing licenses, but it is no longer 65 years old.

Our goal in the department is to provide a quality outdoor experience for the most people at a
reasonable cost. With the changing demographics, paying for current fish and wildlife programs is putting
more of a burden on young families than ever. Those are the very people that we need to get outdoors. There
is a growing body of work to support the premise that an outdoor lifestyle is a healthy lifestyle, both
physically and mentally. By making sure our young families can afford to enjoy our parks, hunting, and
fishing, we can ensure their children will continue that tradition when they are adults.

I have included a number of graphs and documents to better explain the situation.

In summary, the Department appreciates the support of the Committee in passage of the bill.
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