SENATE BILL 314
HOUSE AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE

Mr. Chairman, Committee members, | am Jim Snyder, Speaker ProTem of the Kansas
Silver Haired Legislature. Senate Bill 314 passed the Senate 23-17. The original bill
was unacceptable and the amendments which were attached, only made the bill worse,

and none of which are acceptable as well.

The bill now provides for exemption of Kansans 75 and older...however, this proviso
expires in 2020 (only for 7 years), so unless a Kansan is 69 years or older RIGHT
NOW, it won't do them any good and then for only a short time. It also says senijors can
get a license for half price, but that's only a difference of $10...they still have to go get a
license, etc. which they've been doing ever since they were 16 years old.

NO ADDITONAL SERVICES ARE TO BE PROVIDED BY THE WILDLIFE
DEPARTMENT, AND A LOOK AT THE LICENSING COSTS, SHOWS A SPECIAL
LICENSE NEEDED ALSO FOR NEARLY EVERY SPECIE OF GAME ANIMAL OR

BIRD IN THE STATE.

~ THERE ARE 376,000 KANSANS OF AGE 65 AND OLDER. Presently more than
250,000 licenses are issued to Kansans by the Wildlife Dept. - (don't know how many
are 65 or older, but they expect the change in the law could effect 50,000 Kansas

Seniors).

Attached are 4 “Letters to the Editor” opposing this bill and by people | don't know. Also,
is a letter from Thomas Feikert of Biue Mound. I'm not a hunter nor a fisher. But many
Seniors have supported the Wildlife Dept all these years and now in their golden years

are expected to continue to do so.

Why? If the Department needs extra money, the present law provides them the
opportunity to raise current license fees by $4.50 each. This would generate
$1,000,000 without even bothering the Legislature and definitely without bothering
present Kansas seniors of age 65 or older. ' .

Also, attached is page one of the public employee salaries for this Department. Itis the
first of 39 pages and reflects 969 employees in the Department. | didn’t include any
more pages, but you have to get near the bottom of page 4 before the Salaries are less
than $50,000 per annum each. Some of the 969 employees may no longer be with the
department because of ‘early retirement’, different job, down grading, etc. but still this is

a heavy employment area.

This proposed legislation is bad legislation. It effects people on a rigid income at a time
when the nation’s economy is really bad. Please don't take it out on the Seniors in your

District.

. Thank you.

Jim Snyder, Speaker ProTem, Kansas SilverHaired Legislature
House Ag. & Natural Resources

March 20, 2012
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- Litense fees

Ireally try to stay out of politics and
keep my thoughts to myself. However, I
have some concemnsin regards to the
Legislature,

Why are our legislators wasting time
with committee hearings and House and
Senate bills on such issues as a state dog?

Why are they wasting time with legislation ‘

that allows inmates — that's right,
criminals — the ability to fish without a
license yetwould re quire senior citizens
who have paid for their licenses for many !
yearsto continue to pay. "

Thave no problem buying a license
every year. However, I'm sure there are
those who may not be able to afford this
hwaury. How about changing more to
those who come from out of state to hunt
and fish? Let them make-up the differ-
ence in lost revenue. I'm surprised
legislators didn’t decide to give inmates a
free hunting license and guns. I'm for
giving people a second chance, but only

" after they serve their time.

Iflegislators wantto change the laws
about hunting and fishing licenses fees,
they should first think about ourwound- :

- ed warriors and those with other
disabilities. They are the ones who
deserve a free license. It's a wonder
legislators don’t exempt themselves from
having to purchase licenses.

TOPEKA CAPITAL~JOURMAL
MARCH 12, 2012

Respect seniors

One of Gov. Sam Brownback’s
appointees, Kansas Department of
Wildlife, Parks and Tourism director
Robin Jenniscn, i pushing a bill that
repeals a law that exempts fishers 65 and
older from paying for a tishing license,
This is just another lick in the face to
senior citizens who have paid yearlyto
fish in Kansas, .

These people have supported fish and
game programs for 48 years through
license fees and the additional feeg
charged by businesses that issuelicenses,
notto mention fishing and boating
permits. Over 48 years, that amounts to

* thousands of dollars for each senior

citizen.

Theses seniors still have to pay for trout
permits and fees at some lales in'the
state. It baffles me to think Kansas is so
hard pressed for revenue that it hasto
stoop this lowto get money while the
governor passes out $16 million toan
aviation business in Wichita.

Ifitwasn't for senior citizens, the
disabled and the less fortunate, the sstate
mighthave to tap the wealthy for '
additional revenue. _

- JERRY REETE,
Berryion -

K.C. BLOBGETT,
Mayetta

e

TOPEKA CAPITAL:QOURNAL
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Penalizing seniors

Inresponse to the Kansas Department
of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism's DProposal
to eliminate the senior citizen exemption
for purchasing hunting and fishing
Licenses, I think the department should
research other options, such as raising
out-of-state licence fees and charging a
fee to be an outfitter .

Are leased lands taxed for Tecreational
use?

KDWPT can look for ways to raise
funds without penalzing those who have
Daid their dues,

GARY L. WARDERS,
' - Watervile

—_—
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