Hello,

My.name is Tamell Jason Heitman and [ .am present today to testify as a proponent for the:
members of Justice for Survivors Group. My:sto;y is similar to most Women growing up in'the
70%s. Sexual crimes were:an unspoken taboo in my household. I am told most often sexual
assaults and molestations are committed by someone you know. Regrcttably, my sisters and 1
wete sexually assaulted by a famz]y member in-our-youth. Durinig that time, the city of Los

Angeles responded.and quickly placed us into the custody of my bielogical mo.tht;r._.-v Treatment

or counseling was not provided-in back then; like most; we tried to put the bad memories behind

us.. Tnthe year 1999, I encountered my first.emotional breakdown, note that-this is many years
»past::é’che_zdeadline.‘fo.r reporting sexual assaulf:crimes. To be more specific, I'was thirty yedrs of

age; facing 4 past trauma that oceurred nearly 20 years ago. After treatment, after counseling,
a"ftc'r the many yEars 'o:f 'hur't pa‘in and‘ suffcﬁng I"féél 'th‘at I ‘am ‘Iéﬂ' W h“out justi'o"e‘ 'ci‘i'*pié'ce of

_S,c.n,dt_c b_ﬂl HB2252. .I..f ,-r-m-]y b__eh eve that the cu_n:cm Ssn,;ltc bll_l HB,ZZSZ;, as 1t ;strmds, protccts
sexual criminals.from being prosecuted and by deing so, thel aw.is granting.criminals another
chanceto continue victimizing innocent people. As:a future social worker'my hope is to allow
for justice to continueio matter what age the aslant orvictimmightbe: Time does not erase past
traumas foi'survivors:of sexual assault-orrape, nor should it protect the perpetrators who
conveniently slip through the system. "
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