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Mr. Chairman, members of the Committee: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you in opposition of H.B. 2192.   I appeared before 
committees ten years ago in support of this legislation.  I am a Guidance Counselor at Wichita 
East High School.  I work with scores of students each and every day.  Today I would like to 
share with you the benefits students and our state has gained from allowing undocumented 
students to attend college at in-state tuition rates.    
 
Kansas high schools have numerous accountability measures such as graduation rates, 
attendance, state assessment scores.  Students who do not see an opportunity after graduation, 
who know their future is limited while the student sitting next to him/her has plans for college, 
have little motivation to excel or push themselves academically.  The current policy of providing 
in-state tuition allows all of our high school students to dream.  Passage of this bill would mean 
my conversations with these students would move from “work hard so you can be an engineer or 
nurse or aircraft mechanic” to “please stay in school, please try because a high school diploma is 
better than nothing.”   
 
I have kept a scrapbook throughout my career.  Within these pages are memories of hundreds of 
students I have had the joy to be a part of their lives.  These pages are pictures of students when 
they are in high school – full of hope, dreams, and goals.   The bill before you today would tear 
apart the hope, the dreams and the goals of many students in our state. 
 
We know the future workforce of our state needs more people who have some college – whether 
a technical degree, a certificate, or advanced degree.  It is not in the economic interest of our 
state to abandon the investment in K 12 education we have made in these students.  With the 
dedication and support of the people I work with each day, we can help our students begin the 
journey to fulfill their dreams, their hopes, and accomplish their goals.   Mr. Chairman, ten years 
ago I was inspired when the legislature recognized the value in this group of students by passage 
of this law.   Please do not support this bill.  Thank you for listening.   
 



