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Good afternoon, Chair Schwartz and members of the committee. I’m Jake Worcester, Assistant Secretary for the 

Kansas Department of Agriculture, and I’m here to express support for House Bill 2329 addressing industrial hemp 
production 

The bill as written would allow basic and fundamental research and the economic feasibility in the area of 
industrial hemp production.  Currently, the most research available about this crop in the United States was completed in 
the 1940s. Based on this information and information gleaned from Canada, where the crop is currently produced, we 
know the following:   

• The crop prefers a cooler climate, more comparable to our Canadian neighbors.  When heat or drought 
stressed, the seeds can express elevated levels of Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), creating legal issues, as 
seeds testing above certain levels are considered illicit. 

• There are also concerns about water use with the crop.  Research indicates that the water use for the crop 
is equal or higher to corn when considering the climate here in our state. 

• Varieties that are currently developed are very tall, and very susceptible to wind damage.  Not particularly 
suitable for Kansas, given our reputation for high winds across the plains. 

• The current production information also detail that the crop does best under intensive tillage systems, 
which would be contrary to the no-till and reduced-tillage systems that nearly all Kansas farmers now 
employ. 

• Due to the very long (165 days) growing season for hemp grown for seed production, this would not be a 
crop that could be used in a double-crop system common in most cropping rotations in Kansas. 

As you can see, it would not appear that the crop is suitable for Kansas.   However, it is important that we have 
the opportunity to provide current, relevant and comprehensive research on production and marketing of this crop which 
has garnered much attention in recent years. Because hemp cultivation has been illegal since 1937, it has not had the focus 
of intense research and development that has produced today’s crop varieties. Proponents of the crop have long touted the 
potential use for the fiber and the oil of the seeds, and it is important that those who may be interested in cultivating this 
crop have the best, most accurate production information available to base those decisions upon. Additional research 
would provide clearer answers to industrial hemp’s viability as an alternative crop. 

Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony. Madam Chair, I will stand for questions at the appropriate 
time. 
 


