
Alexander Wind Testimony to the Kansas House Energy & Environment Committee 
on March 11, 2015, 9:00am 

 

Re:  HB No. 2373 

Delivered by Grant Bannister, on behalf of the Alexander Community Wind Farm. 

 The Alexander Community Wind Farm is 48.3 megawatt project under 

development in Rush County, near the town of Alexander.  The project has 

been under development for 5+ years and is scheduled for completion in 

2015. 

 Alexander has been a joint venture community wind project between 

OwnEnergy and the Bannister family (see attached article in the Hays Daily 

News). 

 The Bannister farm which will host 25% of the wind turbines has been in 

their family for 100 years.   

 The project has a signed power purchase agreements with the Kansas City 

Board of Utilities (see attached news release from BPU) and Yahoo. 

 The Director of electric supply planning for BPU estimates “that this 

agreement will save ratepayers an average of $900,000 annually over 20 

year term.” 

 The project is fully permitted and ready to proceed with construction.  It is 

qualified for the federal production tax credit. 

 The project has a 25 year Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) Agreement 

signed with Rush County in May 2012. 

 The project’s PPA with Kansas City BPU has been established at a price level 

that assumes the PILOT is in place for the full 25 years.   

 The Kansas RPS put it on a level playing field with projects in other states. 

 If the Alexander project is built, it is expected to create 50 to 75 full-time 

jobs during construction; four or five permanent jobs when the farm is in 

production; $155 million in revenue during a 25-year operating period, 

more than $7.3 million in income to farmers and ranchers; and over $3.6 

million in PILOT payments to Rush County. 

  If the Bill is passed, this project and the economic opportunity it will create 

will be in serious jeopardy. 



The Bannister farmstead was the last in Rush County to which copper wire was 
ran, prior to strict rationing in preparation for World War II.  As America readied 
for war, the great task of electrifying rural America was delayed to conserve 
resources.  This is a story our father has often told, and each time with deep 
gratitude in his voice, because otherwise his childhood would not have included 
electric lights, fireside chats, or baseball over the radio.   

 
The Alexander Community Wind Farm will be completed this year.  For the 

sake of the many other farmers we have partnered with on similar projects, I do 
not want this to be the last for a prolonged period of time.  

 
There are parties to this project that depended upon the stability of the law 

when they contracted for specific terms, conditions and amounts. Not just the 
farmer/rancher land owners, but the purchaser of the power under the 
agreement, and the county that is receiving PILOT payments. 

 
Do we want utilities purchasing their power from neighboring states or do we 

want to have a level playing field where Kansas Utilities purchase power from 
Kansans? 
 

Today, public utility boards have the opportunity to continue their legacy of 
community service and rural development by purchasing competitively priced 
power from projects developed and owned in part by their stakeholders.  This 
philosophy of local control and working to improve the well-being of neighbors is 
a philosophy that is shared by electric cooperatives and community-based wind 
development.  
 

Over the last five years we have worked in close partnership in developing 

the Alexander Community Wind Project (the “Project”).  The Project has been co-

owned by local landowners and, as a result, retained more of the economic 

benefit and control of the Project in the local community.  In an age when modes 

of power production are under increasing public scrutiny and pressure, this could 

be a broadly-embraced success story for all. 

 

 


