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Testimony of the Kansas Association of Counties 
To the House Committee on Taxation 

Support for HB 2196 (De Minimis Unclaimed Property) 
 

February 10, 2015 
 
Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee: 
 
 The policy proposal found in HB 2196 involves a newly adopted issue in KAC’s 2015 Policy 

Statement. The counties addressed the matter after Wyandotte County raised a concern over unclaimed 

checks of nominal amounts. During our policy discussions, Wyandotte reported that as of late June 

2014, the county was holding over 1,000 unclaimed checks that were over two years old. Over 90% of 

the checks are less than $20.00, and many of the checks cost more to print than the value represented 

on the paper. Consequently, we are pursuing the change found in HB 2196 to improve efficiency when 

individuals fail to claim their checks under $20.00 within a one-year window. 

 Government at any level should proceed cautiously when establishing the definition of 

“abandoned property.” The definition should not be unduly aggressive in claiming property that once 

belonged to someone else. But Kansas has a sensible process in place to determine when individuals 

have abandoned property, and the proposal in HB 2196 similarly prescribes a balanced approach. The 

change will save time and money in administering unclaimed checks, which improves efficiency in 

government. The bill sets a low monetary standard for what constitutes abandoned property and 

requires that individuals take what is theirs within a calendar year. This change will help all levels of 

government maintain clean accounting ledgers. 

 Our counties are constantly seeking methods to improve efficiency while maintaining effective 

local services. HB 2196 will help us better accomplish that goal. KAC asks that you support the bill and 

vote in favor of HB 2196. 

 
Respectfully, 

Nathan Eberline 
Legal Counsel 

 


