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Dear Chairman Smith and Members of the Committee: 
 
My name is David Eugene McDonald and I am a criminal defense attorney. A portion of my 
practice is representing individuals charged with crimes who cannot afford to directly retain 
counsel. This part of my job is equally burdensome and fulfilling. I take these cases at 
substantially less than half of my hourly rate and often represent career criminals who I know 
I’ll see again and again. There is, however, a very fulfilling aspect of this representation which is 
helping those who have nothing going for them. No income, no family, limited friends and no 
knowledge of the law, but sometimes, these people turn their lives around thanks to the court 
and their appointed attorney. 
 
The reason for writing this letter is that the “attorney" definition in SB 12 is not correct. The 
definition of an attorney should not just mean “a county attorney, assistant county attorney, 
district attorney, assistant district attorney, attorney general or assistant attorney general.” It 
should include all attorneys performing their duties in court, including defense attorneys. I was 
the victim of an aggravated battery in December of this past year. The person who punched me 
was a client who I was representing in a rape trial. This defendant felt he was going to be 
convicted and wanted a new trial, so he decided to punch me in open court during his jury trial, 
in hopes of getting a new trial.  
 
If the definitions section is not changed to include defense attorneys, not only is the Legislature 
stating that defense attorneys are lesser people/attorneys, the Legislature is also putting bull’s-
eyes on defense attorneys’ backs for future attacks. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
David E. McDonald #24434 
1610 SW Topeka Blvd. 
Topeka, Kansas 66612 
785.233.9467 


