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The Kansas Highway Patrol appreciates the opportunity to provide the following written comment on the proposal set 
forth in Senate Bill 196.  The Patrol supports the concept of SB 196, which if enacted, would protect communication 
(any oral or written information) made by specified participants or counselors in a PEER support counseling session 
from disclosure.      
 
The concept of providing PEER support to emergency service personnel began in the late 1970’s by a psychology 
student at the University of Maryland named Jeff Mitchell, who was serving as a volunteer fire fighter while attending 
school.  From Jeff’s work, the concept began and the International Critical Incident Stress Foundation was established.  
Now a Doctor of Philosophy and clinical professor of Emergency Health Services at UMD, Dr. Mitchell‘s system is used 
internationally by emergency service providers, law enforcement, military, Red Cross and other providers.  Dr. Mitchel 
has conducted performance studies that show that agencies that provide PEER support have a higher retention rate of 
officers following critical incidents and traumatic events. 

 
The Kansas Highway Patrol has participated in the concept of PEER support since 1989.  At that time, the Agency was 
asked to provide interested officers to participate in an organized, multi-agency team.   The Wichita / Sedgwick County 
Critical Incident Stress Management (CISM) team was the first PEER team formed in the State of Kansas with 10 
agencies participating. 
 
In 1994, the KHP recognized the need to have a statewide team for the Agency.   The Kansas Highway Patrol PEER 
Team was organized.  Today, the team is made up of 32 Agency members from the Trooper, Capitol Police, Motor 
Carrier, Communications and Civilian classifications.  This team routinely conducts PEER counseling sessions (debrief, 
defusing, demobilization and one on one support) for our Agency and many times works with other agencies to 
conduct joint counseling sessions.  Counseling sessions address traumatic events such as officer involved shootings, 
tornadoes, fatality accidents, homicides and other job related incidents.  Additionally, the Patrol’s team provides 
services and training for other state agencies. 

 
Confidentiality is a major issue for any PEER team.  Legally securing private concerns, issues, thoughts, feelings and 
communications of professional emergency providers and law enforcement officers who serve our communities and 
citizens of the state of Kansas significantly strengthens the Patrol’s PEER Team and other programs established across 
the state.  For this reason, the Kansas Highway Patrol supports the protection provided by SB 196 and asks that 
members of the Committee pass this bill out favorably as requested to be amended by our partners with the various 
Kansas law enforcement associations, KACP, KAS and KPOA.   
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